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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Immediately after reading Mr. Fletcher's Logica 
Genevenſis, percetving that neceſſity, as well as friends, 
called upon me to take ſome notice of that pam- 
phlet, (notwithſtanding the reſolution I had formed 
of being ſilent). I thought to write to him in a ſe- 
rious expoſtulatory way, but upon a ſecond peruſal 
of that part of his book. where: he pleads in ſuch 

werful terms for the uſe of mild irony, I thought 
it was better to parley with him a and tben with 
| his own weapons, which muſt plead my excuſe to 
the pious, but more phlegmatic reader for any little 
ſtrokes of ſatire, which may appear throughout my 
piece. „ 
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Extract 1 the r at a 
CONVBRIATION, 


Between the Rev. Mr. F. Willy, and 

Others, at a public Conference held 
in London, Auguſt 7, 1770, and 
printed by W. Pine, Briftal: 


* heed to your Doctrine. 


We ſaid in 1744 « We have leaned too 
much toward Calviniſm.“ Wherein? 


1. With regard to Man's Faithfulneſs. 
Our Lord himſelf taught us to uſe the ex- 
preſſion. And we ought never to be 
aſhamed of it. We ought ſteadily to aſ- 
ſert, on his authority, that-if a man is not 
faithful in the unrigbteous mammon, God 
will not give him the true riches. 


2. With regard to working for life. 
This alſo our Lord has expreſly commanded 
A 2 us. 


12 7 
Labour ERGAZESTHE, literally work 
And in fact, every believer, till he comes 
to glory, works fur as well 23:4: life. 


3. We hate Feecived it às a maxim, 
that „a man is to do nothing, in order 
a e Nothing can be more 
falle. Whoever deſires to find favour with 
God, ſhould ceaſe from. evil and learn to 
45 Well. W hoeyer repents, ſhould. do works 
meet for reptance. And if this is not in 


order to find favor, what * he do them 
for? Wo 


Review the whole affair. | — 


b * 
* 3 we 4 * 2 * . 9 * 4 


I. Who of us is moin accepted of God? "1 


He that now believes in Surg, with a 
loving obedient heart. | 


2. But Wh among thofe that never r heard 
of Chriſt? : 


He that 3 God, _ — righ- 
teouſneſs according. to the light he has. iR 


3. Is this the ſame with, “He that is 
ſincere : 18 


Nearly, if not quite. 
44 


= Fe 
FR... 2 f 
+ 1 not thls, 4 Salvation by works f- 
Not! by the merit of works, but by works 
N 99 ee 


5. What have we then been e 
bur for theſe thirty years? | 


Lam afraid. about words, 


5. AS to merit itſelf, of which we have 
been 10 dreadfully afraid: we are rewarded, 
| ATE ta” our works, yea, becauſe of our 
1100 does this differ from for the 
2 7 our works? And how differs this 
from ſecundum merita operum? As our 
works deſerve ? Can you ſplit this hair? 


I doubt, I cannot. 


7. The grand objection. to one of the. 
preceding propoſitions, is drawn from mat- 


ter of fact. God does in fact juſtify thoſe, 


who by their own confeſſion, neither feared 
God nor wrought righteouſneſs. Is this an 
exception to the general rule ? 


It is a doubt, God makes any exception 
at all. But how are we ſure, that the per- 
ſon in queſtion never did fear God and 
work righteouſneſs? His own faying fo 

is 


k 5 1 
is not proof: For we know, how all that 
are convinced of ſin, undervalue 7 


in every teſpect. 


8. Does not talking of a juſtified or a 
ſanctified fate, tend to miſlead men ? Al- 
moſt naturally leading them to truſt, in 
what was done in one moment ? Whereas 
we are eyery hour and every moment plea- 
fing or diſpleaſing to God, according to our 
works ? Accordin g to the whole of our 
inward tempers, and our, ou e beha- 
viour. ; | 


A CON- 


A CoNvERSATION between 
Richard Hill, Eſq; the Rev. 
Mr. Madan, and The Superior 
of a Convent of Enghſh. Bene- 
dlictine Monks at Paris, held at 
the ſaid Convent, July 13th, 
1771, in preſence of Thomas 
We Eſq; and others. 5 


. i Br! * 


—— 


Mr. Madan. IR, I P's you Tas 
| afren heard of the different 
{eds amongſt the Proteſtants in KIT 2 


Superior. 8 often, fir. 


Mr. Madan. Have you ever heard. of 
the Methodiſts N 3314 K 


| Superior. Yes, fir, very often. # 3 
Mr. Madan. I can ſhew you thets tenets, 
ſettled by ſome of their chiefs at their laſt 
conference at London. Here they are. 


2 Methodiſts was meant b the Quejiſt, Mr. | 
Willy Lad his followers. * on TI 7. 
[giving 


* 


[giving the — EN the minutes. See page 
EE — 
Alfter the Superior had <P peruſed. 
tems be was aN / e 
NM. Madan. e e with k that doc- 
| wine, Ms n 2 «> AN 


Or. "No inde: fir; we . not 
| dale ſuch principles as thofe. 


Mr : Madan. What daun 685 you o find with 


"—_ They | ite" : 73 near : "i 
ſeg.” Tos “ 
| f A 3. 3G ir PEN 
Mr Hill. The l of the Roman 
| Catholic Church are nearer to the Church 
of — CIOs 2 ot "ic 
Superior. A great 8 &ir thoſe of that 
paper are too near Pelagianiſm, the author 
is a Pelagian. 


* Pelagius lived in the end of the . 
He denied the doctrines of election, perſeverance, 
imputation of Adam's fig and Cbriſ's righteouſneſs, 
He taught, that our ſalvation depended on man's faith- 
fulnefs/; and that man could do-ſomething in order to 
procure. juſtification, and to ſind favour with God. 81. 
Auguſtin vindicated the doctrines of God's ſoverei 
grace, and man's inability, againſt this heretic, w 
Ch * excommunicate by the whole Cattolick 
pre 


x i Mr. 


9 3 


— 
1 
x 


* aſſe 


* 
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Mr. Madan. What do you think of the 
rung; that thoſe who are con- 
vinced of ſin undervalue themſelves in. every 


reſpect; do you think ſinners can under- 
value themſelves? 1801 


Superior. No, by no means; | TY too 
high — of themſelves makes them live 


in ſin. 


Mr. Madan. Can we have e god in 


us before PATIENT 


J. 


r not; our Juſtification 
is by Chriſt alone: for if St. Paul ſays, 
that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves to have 
„ 2 een leſs WA} 
good works. 


Mr. Madan. Can we ceaſe 70. de wil, 
and learn to do well, e INES * 0 


Superior No, we cannot. 


Mr. Madan. St. Paul =y whatſoever 
is not of faith, is fin. 


WE Undoubtedly. 


r. Madan. I wiſh, fir, you would favour 
us — 5 me ſtrictures om that Paper in 
writing? 1 45 


. Superior, 


1 10% 


Superior. Sir, Lam ſo taken up. that [ 
18 not mne; 0 n ſay a 19 deal 


bas rg eos | (12D M5 £1; 10 Dost 


Mr. Hill. ODE doarine.; is ; nearer aber 
the Fun ? 


coli nutved 4 FI ne. 
E Superior. 45 8 fle a bees den. iber 
Pelagianiſm. ail 


Several other particulars * in the 
3 converſation, which cannot be ſo mi- 
pong recollected as the above, but through- 
out the Hole, the Superior ſhewed a deteſ- 
tation of the een in the — — 
attributing too much power an $ 
to: man, whom he acknowledged to be ſo 
Token 1 in Adam as to be deſtitute: of | both. 


We do verily belicve, from what the Su- 
perior ſad, that the principles in the extract 
are too rotten for even a Papiſt to reſt upon. 


— — 


And from a review of 8 paſſed it 
may be ſuppoſed, that Popery is abaut the 
midway between Proteſtantiſm and Mr. J. 


Weſley. 


jy" — 
* 7. 


* * . i ” * d 
6 9 — 8 „ # » & OO * 1 2" * # 


—_ 
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Since the above converſation and remarks 
were committed to paper, I have been in- 
formed that Mr. Weſley, at his late conference 
held at 3 complained of a miſrepre- 
* | - | ſentation 


> Fr” wy 


E 


tun 


ſentation of his ſentiments, and that he and | 
upwards of fifty of his preachers then - 
ſembled, ſigned che wag 1 P * 


711% © Whereas, the dofrindl points; in che * 
6 nutes conference, held in London, Au- 
u 7, 1770, have been underſtood? to fa- 
« your” juſtification; by works: now we, the. 
© Rev. Jobn Weſley and others, afſembled in 
6. conference, do declare, that we had no 
© ſuch meaning; and that we abhor the doc- 
©crine of juſtiication by works, as a moſt 
« perilous and abominable ductrine; and as 
* the ſaid minutes are not ſufficiently guarded: 
in the way they are expreſſed, we hereby 
©ſolemaly declare, in the Tight of God, that 
© we er no truſt or confidence, but in the 
alone merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for 
juſtiſication or ſalvation, either in life, death, 
2 the day of judgment; and though no 
gone is a real Chriftian believer, (and conſe- 
*:quently cannot be ſaved) who©doth' not 
good works; where there is time and oppor- 
* nity, yet our works have no ſhare in merit- 
ing or purchaſing n ee eicher in 
s wes, or in _. + 260d 


Now, I ould only 8 chat the ſole 
deſign of writing or ſpeaking is to convey 
ideas, and in whatever point of view any 
number. of words or ſentences ſtrike the 
hearer or reader, there we are to look for 
the mus ſenſe of what is written or you: 

. B2 


a 


IH this were, not the caſe, there would be 
uo Me at all in letters, or even in ſpeech it. 
ſelf; the plaineſt affitmations and cleareſt 
deciſions would be ſtill nothing but mere am- 
biguities, and hiahle t a tbhouſand different 
conſtructiont, inſomuch that no man's real 
ſentimenss could ever be known; even Mr. 
Fohn eser a fine courtly performance, in- 
titled . ue thoughts on "he preſent ftateaf 
public. aff ajrs,”;.might be interpreted as de. 
vere. libel upon the king; the — {Hr 
the princeſs dowager, and as the higheſt ; 
upon Wilkes, liberty,. and "weve apy for it 
is not at all more certain, that the political 
labours of Mr. Veſey are intended as 4 de- 
fence of hig majeſty ana his: miniſters, than 
that his checlogical labours (I han as 4 
us in the minutes of 17 are a d 
of [juſtification by works. And we have juſt 
as much reaſon to ſuppoſe that the decker 
— n itlelk does, not convey its proper 
9 as the minutes themſelves. e 2 
to it. And in fact e haye ſeen, that 
ſince the firſt edition of this piece Was 
publiſned, Mr. u has given an intire 
new turn to the declaration, by attempting 
to make it compatible with 2 doctrines of 
a ſecond Juſaheation * wean 11 


But notwithſtanding all Mr. Willey 
nifeſt contradictions, 1 aſfirms, that h 
nion has been always one and the ſame, = an} 
2 he were to go on TTY and Ain 

| iCtin 


> 
* 


* * 
* 


&. 


— . 


— 
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/ ca 


1 1 
dicting farty:years more, I fear he would ne- 


verthave the candqut to acknowledge his dn 


inconſiſtancies. And yet this Wenvigal gen- 
deman has written a book, entitled, A prg-- 
ſeruative again unſat ilad notions in religion: 
ad to tis yety both he and his diſei- 
Blas are blaming the reſt: af the Chriſtian 
workd,.as:>gid: Sf charity and brothesly love 
towards them, and are for exe erging. out. 
union, union. But how is this h-‚ä co he 
maintained? Only by waging, after Mr. 
Lehn Malle through the quagmires of Pela- 
giant and Arminianiſm : by paying the 
moſt ſacred deference to all his cautions- 
againſt what authors are tothe fead, and what 
preachers to be heard; by putting out 
one's eyes to believe him conſiſtent through 
all his ĩnconſiſtencies; and by tamely giv. 


= 


Ig up the molt precious and effential trurhs 


- : 


the: goſpel, whenſocver they claſn with. 
any of his own favourite opinions. Upon 
thefe eaſy terms, union with Mr. John Ni 
en OAT MT I 1 4 | | 7 ig e5 „ 
might ſoon be eſtabliſhed. Bu?" whaſvever 
would preſume to bear an open honeſt teſti- 
mony againſt any of his dogmatical deciſions, 


-+ 


or dare to mention his ſtrange Prevaricgtions, 


is, immediately held forth as a perſecuting, 
vindictive, blood- thirſty monſter, actuated 
by curſed ty. ſpirit, and under the in- 
fluence of ſatan hiniſelf.“ All attempts to 
1 oof 75 £40491 Ht + 6 „ TH — 5 reaſon | 


1v 6k .$:$320193 ' | 1 I r 
* Theſe mild and dove like expreſſions have lately 


been vented from the ſhop of a ſtaunch admirer of Mr, 


Weſley * (probably one of his perfect claſs) in a printed 
For | | circular 


[ 14 1 
reaſun with ſuch furious bigots as theſe, 
would be only like whiſtling to the wind. 
But I am full perſuaded, that there are 
many humble, excellent, catholic-ſpirited: 
Chriſtians, in ſociety with Mr, Męſey — 4 
theſe are for the moſt part kept in much 
bondage, by being continually ſent to pore 
upon their own corrupted hearts, ingen or 
deing led to view themſelves always com- 

pleat in Chriſt; and whenever they begin to 
taſte the ſweetneſs of free goſpel ſalvation, 
are frightened from it by bugbear cautions, 
to beware of Calviniſm, Antinomianiſm; a 
partial God, Sc. It is therefore for ſuch as 
theſe that this little piece is chiefly intended, 


eirgular letter, dated July 2, 1771, and written, as 1 
ſuppoſe by the poſt mark, from Briſol. The letter it- 
ſelf is too poor to deſerve any notice; however, what 
is wanting in ſkill is amply made up in bitter invective 
againſt Calviniſm, and in true zeal for the Weſlean 
ſyſtem ; whilk the author, like à thoroughly exaſpe- 
rated Arminian, - happily diſplays his candour, as Mr, 
Weſley has done before him, in bringing up the old 
ſtory of Serwvitus, and attributing the fame ſpirit which 
cauſed him to be put to death, to all who have the 
misfortune of differing from Mr. Ve. He alſo 
greatly laments the loſs of that charity among profeſſors, 
which Believerh all things, and endureth all things; 
though all the idea he ſeems to have of it himſelf, con- 
ſiſts in believing all things which Mr. Jobs believes, 
and in enduring all things which Mr. John chooſes 
ſhould be endured by his own followers, concerning 
marriage, tea, ſnuff, &c, againſt which Mr. Fob 
gravely exerciſed his pen, whilſt he remained a ſtranger 
to the ha mm of drinking a comfortable diſh of 
tea, with Mrs. W/ey, his preſent lady. 4 


: 


ts 1 


andi if it prove a word in n to aße 
nn _ = 


Wich regard to r. Weſley hicaſelf, it is 
mi me or any other man to: determine 
concerning his dae as a Chriſtian. It is 
certain there mayo be much zeal\ which is 
not according to knowledge; and it is alſo 
certain, that much ſea and land may be com- 
paſſed to make proſelytes, by. who are 
neyertheleſs ſtrangers to real converſion them- 
ſelwes, I confeſs however, I had for many 
years an high veneration for Mr. Weſley, 
even though I differed from him in thoſe 
points deemed Calviniſtical. But His late mi- 
nutes have obliged me to form very different 
ſentiments of him; and theſe ſehuments are 
ſo far from being changed into more favour- 
able ones, by the late declaration at Hriſtol, 
that I am thereby more than ever convinced 
off his unſettled 4 principles * Wee nd 
e 


58 readily. acknowiedge that Mr. 7. Welty ; 
as leader of a ſect diſſenting from the articles 
of the church of Logins, has a right to 
maintain his own principles; and yet I think 
it the duty of every Chriſtian, ſo far as he 
belieyes thoſe principles to be unſgund and 
3 to a * abhorrence of 
them 


I would conclude with PRI that there 
cannot be a more unfair way" of proceeding, 
than 


t 1 


* He 
Practices ofiſome individuals he hold thoſe 
doctrines. WN there have been, — all 
agrs, Mü pe feld to k HñM]e God, ilſt 
mnie deny him, i but too certain; 
_ ane] ver müphit as we}Þ charge e fins ef 

David," Lor, Noah, ae inteſtucas Ce. 


tren a 8 
—— Dady ning 
& giviniry taught by that eini- 
at Jobe Calvin i mention this, 

Denn late Writer in the on- 
n Has Gefended his cauſe witk fem 
— — — 
m in ſomb particulat oo vw Fe. are 

che higheſt: venctacion!! fax: 2 
Dan exmeieticiesand:know his goed 12 
and candoor to be "fach, (that 1 an 
ſuaded upop a revie 22 part 
| wr rant eng he will ſincerely BE ae 

Et out ; not only for hh reaſons I have 
mentioned, but 'becauſe/he' mult be very 
bs + N theſe things expoſe reli- 
in the eyes of che world, and that he 
2 oh thereby «2d por of - retaliation, 
ainſt certain 18 owri principles, 
iavbichs, | /'T forbear c make ue e 


10 . 701 Ida b 7s =” OJ „ | 
_ raves 


xTK1s5, 


21221 181119 alv%s elo a 2btÞago bluow 1 
ails 120 ** 11 Aan 210M 8 94 10K P 80 . 
& A411 ; "A 
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HEN I axe berg eevveting T have often 
ſeen the e words written Een, a 

board, and ſtuck upon a 1gn-poſt, “ GooD'ENTER« 


general obſervation that the board promiſes, what - 
he houſe ſeldom furmſhes—A poor pilgrim is tra- 
ſelling Zion-ward , he jogs on; he caſts an eye 
ver your table of contents, and your prefatorial 
ddreſs to all Calviniſts to walk in and refreſh them- 
lves. He ſays to himſelf ſurely I ſhall here find 
very thing which 1 can wiſh or debe, after all theſe 
rofeſſiong of love and candor; and no doubt but 
ach letter I read will fully anſwer the contents which 
re prefixed to it. Being fadly wearied, and perhaps 
eavy laden into the bargain, in he goes, 3 
ood meat, drink and lod ing, but is much difap- 

ointed'to find that there 18 $ nothing for him to feed! 
pon but cold frozen meat, and a few. dry cruſts; 


othing to drink but muddled water; and nothing | 


> reſt on but an hard matruſs without a covermg. 
nd if he wants any thing for his horſe, the 

aft muſt e' en be contented with bay and ſtubble: © 
But not to dwell any longer on allegories, I pro- 
ed to inform you that laſt Saturday and not before, 
received your Logica Genevenis, or fourth | check to 
Intiiomianiſt and am truly ſorry to find, that nei- 
er che ſpirit of the piece, nor the doctrine it 
ontains, are a jot better than what appeared in the 
Primer checks. Still all who hold and preach the 
oteſtant dectrines of election and perſeverance, 
iſhed” ſalvation, and imputed” righteouſneſs, are 
1d forth as forming the new Jeruſalem, as cutting the 
oy rhe me and, goſpel, Por. an A prog pt in fla- 
gol 4 | ' grarte 


Reverend Si i | Es. 


AINMEN'T FOR MAN AND HonksE.“ And yet it is a 


— 


voiſion made in it for ſome ſins, and not for 


4 del Fe, as fer 2 v bob . Kin 
the battles of the rankeſt antinomians, and doing the 
Ide devibs work, And why this ? Truly becauſe we 

firmly believe, and unanimouſly aſſert that the Blood 
of Felſus Chriſt clæanſeth from all fin, and that if am 
man fin; we. have an advocate with the Father coil us 


Cu the e * AG, that, ace ance Lhe i 
idre in be 
LIT ot e and cir. 


; — — they e can poſſibly. be 1: © in i bec 


d. becauſe we 
cannot admit the contrary doctrine without at once 
undermining both law and goſpel. For the la is 
certainly undermined, by ſuppoſing... that any breach 
of it whatever is not attended with the curſe. of God, 
according to thoſe words of the apoſtle cur/ed i is even 
one that continueth not in all things which are written 

in 10 book of. the lau to de them. And the goſpel | b 
certainly. under mined by Juppohng | that there is pro 


But becauſe ſome fem extraordinary inſtances of th 
foul, falls and back ſlidi ngs of God's children an 
recorded in ſeripture | Fay of encouragement toffif 
the lifting up of the fall and by way; of caution 
and Warning to thoſe: whos ſand, de ſherefore t 
Calviniſtic doctrines as held by our reioxmers necel 
farily-lead to ungodline(s ? Or is the;, experience. 0 
DayadeLot and Solomon, that ef all tho -who abide 
by theſe. doctrines? On the contrary, L believe this i 
net the caſe with one in ten thouſand. ., And yer | 
I-fay-any ſuch. poor wanderer brought to». ſenſe 0 
ho backllidings, I would without ſcruple tell him md 
e good ent Was ſtill read) to receive b 
_ he, had never; .departed from and; that hi 
merciful high riet ever Ave ts. — interceſſion fu 
2 202490 157 

But vhy ſp many mangled quorations from. Flau 
and others upon the neceſſity of. perſonal. holineſs 
Wh do you 9115 and. agaiñ — up the old ſt 
Mido of all the unconverted clergy WhO 2 
continually making a noiſe about works, works, ya 
1 


0 
22 89 
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perhaps doing nothing all the while but the works of 
farkneſs.” You know well, Sir, that theſe idle cavils 
ere brought againſt our Lord and his apoſtles by 
he ſcribes and phariſees; that they were broughe 
zpainſt the reformers by the papiſts, and that they 
ere often brought againſt you when you preached 
Tre like a miniſter of the church of England than 
you do at preſent. Vou know in your on cdnfci- 
nce that we deteſt and abhor that damnable doctrine 
nd poſition of real antinomians let us n that grace 
ay abound, and that we conftantly affirm that alt 
cho live and die in the practice of any one allowed 
n, and who do not follow after inward holineſs and 
onformity to the image of Chriſt, ſhall aſſuredly be 
lamned for ever, whatever their doctrinal notions or 
pinjons may be. Therefore for the Lord's fake, 
ir, (as you will not for ours) think of the characters 
ou have injured, and let the laborious, exemplary 
ves of hundreds who now fmart under your laſh; 
ove you to recall the ſevere and unkind things 
ou have ſaid of them. But methinks I hear you 
gain, repeat that You do not mean to level any 
f your words againſt your pious Calviniſtic brethren.”* 
zut who are theſe? - Certainly they do not occupy any 
ff < OUR MOST CELEBRATED PULPITS,” ſince the mi- 
iſters who preach in theſe, are condemned without 
xception as ſuch © <* pleaders for fin, that they ſay more 
for it than againſt it, and handle no texts 31 {crip- 
ture without diſtorting and violating them to make 
them grateful to the antifiomian palates of their 


u hearers, yea they ſing the ſyren ſong of finiſhed 
ml ſalvation,” rock the cradle of carnal ſecurity, make 
hi their hearers afraid of the practice of good works 
fu leſt they ſhould work out their damnation inſtead 
of their ſalvation. Theſe celebrated miniſters (if 
val your deſeription of them be a true one, ) tell their 
b congregations that Moſes, that ſuperannuated lega- 
al HE is buried, and that they have nothing to do 
a wth the law, that God's commandments are need- 
ani leis, impracticable ſanctions; and: therefore they 
a | B 2 d 


< vilify the moral law, and make it conterptible 
& drefling it up as a ſcare-crow, and repreſenting it 
„ag an intolerable yoke of bondage, Moreoyer, In 
they chooſe comfortable ſubjects and ſelect ſmooth u 
S 18 to pleaſe their hearers, and to gratify an u 
« antimonian audience: and being unwilling to loſe y 
< their reputation as evangelical preachers, they dare b. 
not preach upon ſome important ſcriptures, unleſ ot 
„it be to explain away or enervate their meaning, ne 
< - Thus they help their unregenerate hearers to think Hv. 
they may be God's children without God's image, - 
_ « provided they get evangelical phraſes. concerning 
« Teſus's love in their mouths, and a warm zeal for + 
party in their hearts: and tell them that if they 
4 can but believe their election, it is a ſure ſign they ee 
< are intereſted in the goſpel ſalvation, though theyMW": 
live in all manner of fin, and never feed the hungry, 
<-. clothe the naked, viſit the ſick and 8 ab 
« and go on in the total neglect of faſting, prayer, Mo» 
e &c. They give as confident accounts of the cove" 
„ nant between the perſons in the trinity, as if God 
<. had admitted them on his privy council, but ſeldon 
4 ſpeak of the covenant in a practical manner; they 
« put doctor Criſp's coat on the apoſtle, cut through 
„% law and goſpel, ſooth murderers, adulterers, id 
«laters, and inceſtuous perſons in their abomina 
de tions, fight for rank antinomianiſm, and do the 
« devil's work, till they and their £Qngrogations al 
« go to hell together AJ”. 
. Theſe, Sir, are the exact colors f in which Mad 
meekneſs, and Helvetic bluntneſs have painted al 
the eminent goſpel miniſters of the day; therefore i 
the pictures reſemble the originals they may wit 
much greater propriety, be called your zmpious thi 
your pious Calviniſt brethren. But though I ha, 
begged you ſo earneſtly in my Review to point ou 
by name who theſe wretches are, and have told ya 
that without this the charge of ſlander muſt for eve 


Py 
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lie at your door; till neither they nor their converts 
are produced, no nor one quotation from their ſer- 
mons or writings in order to prove theſe black charges 
upon them. Can you wonder then, Sir, that we look 
upon you as a ſpiritual calumniator, and that we accuſe 


0 you of vile falſhood and groſs perverſion BI? Let me 
re beſeech you for a moment to break through the cloud 


of party prejudice and candidly to conſider the man- 
ner in which you have always been treated by thoſe 


K very. miniſters you now ſo raſhly inveigh againſt; 

Te $478 — — — Nie. 9 — 

"ol (s! ThoughT hope that the von dug of the afſertors of free gracs 
il 


js very oppoſite to the repreſentation given of it by Mr. Fletcher, 
yet if he have a mind to ſee ſome of the fruits which the doc- 
trines of free will, univerſal redemption, denial of imputed righ- 
teouſneſs and ſinleſs perfection have produced; I can and will 
ſew him a long black lift of deluded creatures, (ſome of whom 
have been principal ſeaders in Mr, Weſley's claſſes, if they are 
not at preſent) and will alſo produce their names and places of 
abode, who have truly verified Mr. Whitefield's words, by turning 
out * temporary monſters.” And I can, bring ſuch, perſons to 
their faces, as ſhall prove the abominations and wicked practices 
upon them, which they have been carrying on under the maſk of 
religion. This I fay I both can do and will do if required; Not 
for any pleaſure I take in expoſing ' theſe things, but becauſe-I 
hope it may be /a means of wiping, off ſome of thoſe unhappy 
prejudices which Mr. Fletcher has conceived in favor of thoſe per- 
bacand of their prinvaples. , RT.. 
And if we come to the'pofitive part of a Chriſtian's duty which 
1s certainly to abound in every good work, we have already ſeen by 
a letter quoted in the Revieau, from Mr. Weſley's laſt journal, p. 108. 
that if he puts out of his ſocieties all, WP neglect to feed the 
* hungry, clothe the naked, viſit the ſick, &c. that there would 
de ſcarcely perſons enough left in them to carry his body to the 
„ „ 1 
TheLord God knows that Ido not mention theſe things in a way 
of ill natured triumph, but in order to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs 


* WM of your uncharitable exclamations againſt thoſe men and doctrines 
V1 which from the time of Edward the VIth; till the late inundation 
haWof Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, Pelagianiſm, and Arminianiſm, have 
av. <r been moſt highly eſteemed among real Chriſtians. And 


though you are kind enough to bear a much more honorable teſ- 
fimony of my conduct in all your checks than it really deſerves, 
ſet I confeſs I feel a fort of reluctance at being /ugared over by 
ſo many appellations of dear Sir, and honor'd Sir, &. &c. 
when thoſe very principles on which I build my everlaſting hopes, 
and thoſe, perſons who I am perſuaded are among the excellent 
df the earth, are made the ſubje& of reproach, fatire and ridicule. 
© 45:4 Wh B 3 . | they 


they reverenced your character, they admitted you with 
X B to their pulpits, and they rejoiced in your 
ſabors for the good of fouls, © But alas alas 1 what 
returns have you made to their brotherly love? When 
for no other reafon than becauſe: they teſtified theit 
| diſapprobation of ſuck tenets as ſtruck at the'very 
| root of proteſtantiſm, and ſuch as you yourſelf only 
| a few years ago declared an equal abhorrence of, 
vou brand them as abettors of that moſt wicked and 
diabolical hereſy * making Chriſt themmifterof ſin.” 
I know, Sir, that it was a warm attachment to 
your friend, which occaſioned you to run tlie lengths 
vou have done. But dear as that friend is to you, 
truth ought to be dearer ſtill; yet the maxim which 
| You ſeem all along to purſue, is, that Mr. Weſley 
muſt be vindicated; yen, though all the miniſters in 
the kingdom, youi{elf not excepted,” ſhould” fall to 
o <4 clomy 
But what makes us {ill more ſenſibly feel the 
Fever of your pen is, that our ' tenets are moſt 
. Jhamefully (would T could ſay unintentionally) mii 
repreſented, in order to prejudice the world againſt 
vs, and to make them believe we hold fentiments, 
- which from our inmoſt ſquls we moſt cordially deteſt; 
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particularly with regard to the doctrines of election 3 
and d ee have made to ſtand © 
upon a pillory as high as Haman's gallows, dreſſed up 1 


wQnd „ © 


© neſs of the pleas, which ſome urge in favor ol 
* unconditional reprobation, or if you pleaſe, 10 
4  eleftion, —A mother conceives an unaccountabk 
s antipathy for her ſucking child. She goes to the 

pbrink of a precipice, bends herſelf over it with the 

i Shs atop 
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the 


« Tide 5 Tr a gs 8 To 7 5 12 1 55 * 
n 


5 to rock, till he lies at the bottom, beate 
„ A b 25 5 5 EF fi hed a eltruCtion. 
575 Jud 115 Ae urderer "Nha 55 1 has got 


ly ho to ſay 
of — e, and 1 have a e to do what | pleaſe 


nad with my . Beſides, 7 Gi decker throw 6) 
only w 


„ dow n nor m. der 9 my 
J. 
to; from 3 im, 0 5 Fell 0 nis 'owh 120 


hl In, myſtic Geneva, I is honorably acquitted ; 
2, ll << byt ; in.England the executioner is ordered, to rid 


ch © the.c earth d the cruel monſter. So may, God give 
ey“ us common to rid the church of your Diana, 
in = who. teaches that the. Faiber of mercies, does. by 
toll © milligns of his paſſive children, What the barbarous 

a mother did by one of her's : affirming that he uh- 


theft bee My withbolds grace from them; and that 


o * by.ab tely refuſing to be the author and finiſher 
nil. ea he is the abſolute author Ind finiſher 
ntl of 1 —5 unbeliet, and conſequently of their fin 
ats and dammation r 

oſt; Now this uftraticn 35 you call it, is totally fo- 
10 reigh to the purple ; "and the leaſt that can be ſaid 
and agus it, is that it proyes the writer of it to be 
up ene tainted, with the. Felagian leaven: for you go 
ben all along upon the 58. Eo, that fallen guilty man 


ed. who is by nature a child of wrath and born under 


the curſe, has no more forfeited all right and title 
to the favor of God, by bis fall in Adam, than a 
young E infant has forfeited all right and title 
to its mother's care. And to prove that this is not 


ſame idea adopted, p. 148, where you mention the 


What then is there nothing provoting to the God of 


I you belieye it has not, why did you ſubſcribe 
5 2 gth article of our church, which ſays that in 
B 4 eve 


r own d ef ENCE. . Ae child was mine, 


an concluſion againſt you, we have the very 
doctrines of limited grace and UNPROVOKED WRATH. 


has purity in ſin? Has the tranſgrefſion of our 
dier f ge entailed no condemnation upon his poſte- | 


: 
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 poery Y Wav Bart e the WT It deſerves God's wrath 
and damnition? As therefore we chooſe rather to abide 
| by the oracles of truth, and by the plain declara. 
tions of the church of En gland, hail by the novel 
chimeras of the fourth ( Chetk we muſt beg to diſmiſ; 
both your . illuſtration and your doctrine; together 
with all the poor ſneers at Geneva logic, with Which 
they are decorated. And as you are pleaſed to cry out 
5 Game on the man who firſt called ours the dotFrine fl | 
' of grace,” we in return, muſt cry ſbame on the max 
' who thus groſsly miſrepreſents them, N . 


* i 


As to he doctrine of a twofold -Utifeation; T ſhall 
5 but little more on that head: however 1 will give; 
you in few words my on ſentiments, and if as you 
would infinuate, there is no difference between us, 

then pray let there be an end of the diſpute. 

Fit. I believe that every one who'comes wean 

and Heavy laden to Chriſt, is freely juſtified by fait 
on), as the hand or inſtrument whereby Chriſt ui 
received. 

'» Secondly. —That this Faith (lei genuine) will 
always manifeſt its reality by bringing forth good 
Works and all the fruits of an holy life and converſation 

Tirdhy.— That thefe works and fruits are eviden: 
. tial beiti men here, and will be evidential before 

aſſembled men and angels at the day of judgment, 
of a true converſion = the heart to God. 

Fourthly. l believe that there is no new' act of 
. Juſtification paſſes at the great day, upon he perſon 0 
him who is once intereſted in the blood and righte: 
ouſneſs of Chriſt. 

Fifthly,—I deteſt the notion of: the works even © 
a believer being meritorious. And I declare that i! 
God is pleaſed to reward- them; it is owing wholly 
to his own free rich grace and undeferved favor 
And therefore to affirm there is no difference be 
tween reward and merit is a very. great error; and 
the confounding of theſe two,” muſt neceſſarily ope 

.. the! door for the doctrine of wo OR. of e a6 


* 
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Here is my creed about faith and works: 
creed of all proteſtant divines and churches (quakers 


— 
* - * + 


and the _ 


and myſtics excepted) that ever I read or heard of. 


It is undiſguiſed by pompous, flowery declamation; 5 


and not darkened with any illuſtrations which tend to 
miſſead the honeſt inquirer after truth. But how to 


reconcile it with the creed you have given us p. 25 Fe 


I find not. | 
We believe ( 7 you) that for the alone. fake 
of Chriſt's atoning blood and perſonal righteouſl neſs, 


cc 


our perſonal faith working by obedient love, is 
4 jmputed to us for righteouſneſs [B. And we aſſert, 
that this living faith working by obedient love, 
together with the privileges annexed to it, ſuch as 


« pardon through and acceptance in the beloved, 


makes up the robe of righteouſneſs waſhed in the 


« blood of the Lamb, in which true behevers now 
« walk humbly with their God, and will one day 


„ triumphantly enter into the glory of their Lord.” 


I ſhall make no remarks on this ſtrange incoherent 
jumble, this linſey- woolſy, mingle-mangle,(to uſe biſhop 


' Latimer's expreſſion, ) tor ſure J am that to every good 
proteſtant reader it carries with it its own refutation. 


But you have brought two quotations one from 


doctor Owen and one from Anthony Burgeſs, in propf 


of a ſecond juſtification by works at the day of judg- 
ment. As to the /after, it only deſcribes the character 
of. a real Chriſtian, and might as well have been 
brought to ſhew that you had diſcovered the longi- 
tude, as to prove a ſecond Juſtification by works. — 


With regard to the former, it is moſt clear that the 


author only meant that every man ſhould be declara- 


10 #:vely- juſtified by his own perſonal obedience, which 


obedience or righteouſneſs, when brought forth :in 
faith, and upon goſpel principles, may certainly be 


called an. evangelical righteouſneſs; by which, lays the 


doctor; We ſhall be pzcLarED - RIGHTEOUS in the 


laſt day. But he drops not the leaſt intimation of 


Bi. freſh act of Juſtification, » which is then to Pals 


75 I am forry upon this occaſion, once more to 5 e DAE rea · 


ere turn to the faith of Mr. Ignorance in the Pilgrim's Progreſs. 


call the ie and the ſecond. The firſt a * 
* fſay, is the infuſion or the ceMMUNICATION + unto 


- friend, and upon turning. . . place refered to, I found the 


on believer s perſon, he aſt de- 
gree of merit in that e which he ſo guſtly 
urges as neceſſary for all that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
On che contrary, Gy boldly gives his opinion againſt 
his dangerous hereſy of the Romiſh church, as * 
moſt clear from the following words which J 

taken from the very treatiſe on juſtification you 5 
quoted [C]; and they may be ſeen in the Scotch edit. 


P. 230, 231. chap. 5. entitled TRE pisTINCTIAN or 


A FIRST AND SECOND-JUSTIFICATION EXAMINED,&c. 
+ Thoſe of the Roman church (ſays the doctor) do 
ground their whole doctrine. of juſtification, upon 
the diſtinction of a double 8 hich they 


us of an inherent principle, or habit of grace or 
* charity. Hereby they ſay, original ſin 1s extin- 
„guiſhed, and all habits of ſin are expelled. This 
« juſtification they ſay, is by faith, the obedience 
and ſatisfaction of Chriſt being the only merito- 
rious cauſe thereof. Only they diſpute many 
* things aw nN for it, and ae 
unte it, 
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00 | never e Ts qr to Mr. Weſley or Mr. Fletcher i in any quo- 
cations they make from other Birr we ; and thefefore not having 
Dr. Owen, on Juſtification in „I borrowed it of 2 
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following ſentences (which fally explain the doctor's meaning) 
truck out of the middle of what Mr. F letcher has cited from that 
| excellent iece. | 
Words prudently expu by the Rev. John Fletcher. a 
$56, Heteby (i. e. by onal obedience). 7 faith w ere 
we are juſti 705 1s ns proved, manifeſted, i int e. u « 
of God and man. 
More words expunged by Mr. Fletcher out of the ſhort quot 
tion he has taken from Dr. Owen on Juſtification. 
Not how 9 70 guilty of death and obnoxious vnto th 
cCurſe, 95 be pardoned, acquitted and juſtified, WHICH 
18 BY ThE RIGHTEOUSNESS or Cunier ALONE 1MPU 
OWE: Oat oO PE tent 
19 How to a tittle 1s dus che law of Mr. i Log 
+ + Gen. p- 193+.2 zu if the reader will pleaſe to pay a cloſe attentiol 
_ to the whole as I have tranſcyibed it . — from Dr 
Owen, he NDS ow to the moſt minute point cher ant 


Mr. Nele bamonize with the papiſts Sia the 1 


8 -a 
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However the council (of Trent) warily avoi 
« the name jy nent wat ripe, ui: their! 
. © juſtification.” 4 
t * And this according to them is that juſtification | 

s < whereof the apoſtle Paul treats in his epiſtleg, 
from the procurement whereof he excludes all the 
ce “ works of the law. The ſecond juſtification is an 


t. effect or conſequent thereof. And the proper 


r formal cauſe thereof is good works, proceeding 
from the principle of grace and love, &c. &c. &c, 


ol Again, This is the way that moſt of them take 


n i * to ſalve the ſeeming repugnancy between the apoſtle 
Paul and James. Paul, they ſay, treats of the firf 


J Juſtification only. whence he excludes. all works, F 


to ff © for it is by faith in the manner before deſcribed, 
or i © But James treats of the ſecond j juſtification, which 
n- is by good works. S0 BELLARMINE, lib. ii, 
us © cap. 16. and lib. iv. cap. 18. And it is the Pug 
ce il preis determination of thoſe at Trent, Seſſ. vi. 
0-W © cap. 10. [E] This diſtinftion was coined for no 
ny «end, but ro BRING / IN |(CONPUSION. UPON THE 
NS © WHOLE. DOCTRINE OP1THE: GOSPEL. Juſtification, 
6c « the free grace of God, by faith in the 
blood of Chrift, is evacuated by it. Sanctification 
ing is turned into — and corrupted by makin 
f a 6 the fruits. of it mertoria \ The, 1 wool M 
e © evangelical) g in the gratui- 
ng) tous pardon of fin, and THE © IMPUTATION: or 
' WH © RIGHTEOUSNESS, as 125 apoſtle expreſsly affirms, 
* and the declaration of a. believing ſinner to be 
Flo « righteous thereon, as the word alone ſignifies, 1s 
4" * utterly defeated by it. | 
ott- « .Howbelt,. others, * embraced ER diſtinction 
« alſo, though not abſolutely in their ſenſe. So do 
* the Soc1Nians. [F} Yea, it muſt be allowed in 


by —— ( 


I See, Sir, "what 18 you are again Found In ? Even i in 
cordial harmony with the greateſt champion the Romiſh church 
'S! 2 had, and Sith that qpatbemativieg: ſynod, which cupfed all 
oh 8 3 to hell. : 
EI Behold, Sir, once more, what mow. rang you have in 
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be eme ſenſe, by all that hold our inherent clatteonf 
neſs to be the cauſe of, or to have any influence | 
* unto our juſtification before God. © For they do 
ol of- a juſtification, which in order of nature 
© js antecedent unto works truly gracious and evan- 


cc 


cc 


gelical: | But, conſequential unto ſuch works, 


there is a juſtification differing at leaſt in degree, 
if not in nature and kind upon the difference of 
its formal cauſe which is our ne obedience from 


the former. But they (the papiſts) moſtly ſay, 


© it is only the continuation of our juſtification, and 
- the increaſe of it as to degrees, that they intend by 
it, And if they be allowed to turn ſanctification 


into juſtification, and to make a progreſs therein, 
or an increaſe thereof, either in the root or fruit to 


«© be a new juſtification, THEY MAY MAKE 
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TWENTY JUST{FICATIONS ASWELL AS 
TWO FOR OUGHT I KNOW, &c. Yea, they 


may BE JUSTIFIED ANEW EVERY DAV. 


I ſhall therefore ſhew. that this diſtinction 1s both 
unſcriptural and irrational, p. 234. 


Once more, That which gives countenance unto 


the fiction and artifice of this diſtinction, (of a firſt 
and ſecond juſtification) and a great many more, 
is a diſlike of the doctrine of the grace of God, 
and juſtification from thence by faith in the blood 
of "Chriſt, which ſome endeavour hereby to fend 
out of the way upon a pretended. ſleeveleſs errand, 
whilſt they dreſs up their own righteouſneſs in 
its robes, and exalt it into the room and dignity 


'« thereof, Owen on Fuft. p. 241.” 


I might now go on to ſhew by how many argu- 


ments this great divine proves our one compleat 
Juſtification by faith only in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, but this would neceſſaril carry me on much 
beyond my intended brevity; — 

content with recommending the book itſelf to the 
peruſal of my readers, and (for the preſent) conchude 
my quptations from it with en aſſertion, 
2 doctor Owen gives us, p p. 281. ot that ve 


treatiſe 


muſt, therefore, be 


e os foo v ·˙- W πW’.‚»- wt. tak eat ei... .. aca.” a 
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e 


2 you 1982 to. % There ate two grand parties 
e. by whom the doctrine of juſtification by the im- | 
o putation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is oppoſed, 
© If © namely the papifts and the ſocinians.” - 1 
And now, Sir, I fancy you have by this time had 2 
, enough from doctor Owen's treatiſe on Juſtification 5 
„do with you had never attempted to preſs him 1 inte | 
JI Mr. Weſley” 8 ſervice, or rather into your own, for 1 
nam perſuaded Mr. Weſley (if he himſelf may be cre- 
> Ml dited) never dreamed of more juſtifications than one, 
dun you firſt thought proper that he ſhould believe in 
Yo, and afterwards } in four. And indeed you yourſelf 
n ſegm to intimate as much, when by way of vindicatin 
w him, you give us to underſtand, P. 1 8. that ll 
0 WO within THESE TWO;YEARS Poor old Mordecai w 
E purblind in that moſt eſſential of all doctrines how a 
5 aner could appear before the bar of God. The 
following are your own words. * Three years ago 
« Mr. Weſley wanted clearer light. to diſtingwſh 
th Wl between the juſtification of a linner. by faith, 
and the juſtification of a believer by works; 
to but two years ago, God gave him this ckaret 
i , light.” —What” 1 is become of thouſands of 
e, Mr. Weſley's followers who died before this clearer 
d, ¶ lebt came? It is certain they mult be either ſaved; 
lM or loft. If you ſay they are undoubregly ſaved! 
d then it is GEE that the doctrine which ved them 
d, muſt have been the doctrine of truth; and if ſo, why 
in do you write againſt it? Tf you fay they are all loſt; 
chen by your own confeſſion Mr. Weſley inſtead of - 
being ihe greateſt miniſter in the world, muſt have been 
U- Ag he. himſelf calls the body of the myſtics col- 
lectively) a deceiver and an antichriſt. And Tknow 
ot ¶ not how you will reconcile this matter, but by faying 
ch that all thoſe ſouls who died in connection with Mr. 
be John before his clear light « came, are neither in heaven 
he I nor in hell, but are now in purgatory. 
de Having fully vindicated doctor Owen from che charge 
b you! have brought againſt him of holding two juſtih- 


; 
| 
: 
_._ 
.Y 
| 
| 
F 
0 
x 


'X + cos. 


Fatlons, as you tell us you have 00 n oy X 
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ſtance out of a thouſand which rhight be produced 
that the porn miniſters held the doctrine of a ſe- 
cond juſtification by works, if that which you have Ip 
pitched-upon is fo very oppoſite to your ſyſtem, what Wal 
muſt the other nine hundred and ninety nine be [GI Ha 
Underſtand me well, Sir, I mean not to Pin my Int 
faith on the ſleeve of doctor Owen, or of any other Wo! 
man, but to found it on the word of God alone; Nec 
yet I am determined to prove my former aſſertion 
againſt you, viz. © that you cannot find one pro- 
© teſtant divine, either among the puritans or of the 
* church of England, from the time of the refor- 
„ mation till the reign of Charles the ſecond, in- 
& cluding about the ſpace of one hundred years, 
% who held your doctrines and thoſe of Mr. Weſtey, 
« but on the contrary always looked upon'thoſe 
“ doctrines to be full of rottenneſs and deadly poiſon." 
And I moreover declare that this is no haſty affirma- 
tion, the effect of prejudice or of party zeal, as 
ſome would falſly inſinuate; but it is founded on 
the reſult of a long ſearch into the controverſy be- 
tween the church of Rome and thoſe of the re- 
formed religion, and particularly of a peruſal of the 
authors, mentioned in the Review, ad. edit. p. 97, 
98, note. And therefore I ſay, .** PROr STATS 
EWARE 3” for under the ſtale pretence of oppoſing 
antinomianiſm, popery itſelf, the worſt ſpecies of real 

antinomianiſm, is coming in full tide upon the church; 
yea, I ſpeak the truth in Cbri ps lie not, that 
though it may be fact, that Mr. Weſley and Mr. 
Fletcher do differ from the papiſts in the belief of 
tranſubſtantiation and in the ceremonies of religion, 
yet in all the eſſential points of doctrine, which Rave 

— ä——iũ — ˙•½¾ —u—⁵ůPů i _— 

[ol The two tions which Mr. Fletcher has brought from 
Me. Maden 484 Mik. Haets 3 de Ties * — W. l 
that it were meer.trifling to take any notice of them. Beſides their 
Fentimztes on:this head are. well known! by thouſands of wing 
witneſſes, and I myſelf for one have heard Mr, Madan when he 
bps e e born his eetimony. eee ee 
Popim error ot a-twofold fuſtiticauon, . * 
r 1 


e 


9 been HW of Gilde te bewegt U jeſuits and 
e- Ius, they intifely 0 5 with the former, and de- 


e [part from the Fan of the reformed, as 1 have 
at 10 proved. in the ſixth letter of the Review, 
i 


d if called upon I am ready to brin 
y e 8 teſtimonies, from tlie eonftſſic 
er |. the proteſtaiit churches and ancient divines in ö 
7 0 rem: ation of what 1 have advanced. | 
I. mul now obſerve, that there is a very wide dif: 


or Whereas you. ſuppoſe. that Chriſt is Dany, on 


"> ſtock > We, on the other hand, believe that the 
inner, like the 0 olive, and contrary to the na- 
ral way of grafting, is grafted upon Chriſt, the 


are once ſo grafted, by partaking of the ſap and fatneſs 
of this r00t f David, ſhall never wither away intire- 
Y nor die erernally, . ſtormy winds and 
old nipping ſeaſons they erience, according 
D that expreſs. Gelen iſt himſelf, „Be- 

* cauſe I live, ye ball live 17 8 Your ſentiment on 
his. head 1 is be 


& are much more explicit in your 24. Check, p. 30. 
ne me we find that the 07d Py Peck inſtead of nouriſh- 

ing the graft, ſpetids all its 4:6 in produci wild 
5; 5s and four crabs,” [what poſſible concluſion: 
lat Mean be drawn from hence, but either that Chriſt is 
Ir. Ne o cab Rock; or elſe, that the old crab ſtock of 
'of 


92 5 patyre. nouriſhes the ſap or 11 — derived 
m. Chriſt !] „ or if it is a tree, whoſe fruit wither- 
* without fruit, | twice ad. dead in the AT, 


8 


xpreſſion, that Mr. F letcher's mind was fo fall of 


ns ling from £ grace, that he thought Chriſt himſelf 
Io as to. die, for Chri mlt be meant either by rhe 


8 or the Sele « plücked 6 up, by the robot, or 
be cankered, far from declaring it a'g00d tree, 
all pals ſe 


agreement | between u us in out ideas f regeneration "I 


hereas 5 Ju | coftipate Chriſt the living vine, to a 


tree of life; F that therefore thoſe Branches which 


rably clear, Lag. Cen. p. 19. but du 


* 
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and in the Stock,” [one Would imagine by n 


ntence of condemnation z upon iy | 


IN controverting the doctrine of Fniſbed ſalvation, 
you might have ſaved yourſelf much trouble, if you 
had not run away with a miſtake which is carried 
all throughout your ſeventh letter. This is that we 


1 F 


therefore no Calviniſt can ſcruple to join Mr. Charles 


een, 


un. He bimſelf Box E our fins in his awn body on tat 
arte. He bath ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, thus! 


niebt bring u to God. He way , fr os who 
new 10 Jn. Thus, as Mr, Erſkine well obſerves, 


people; their ſins or breaches of the law are laid 
E to the law is imputed to them: agree- 


ne hall mam be made righteous. But according to 
r. F eee fourth Check, p. 195-. this means only 
hat they are made. righteous by an inherent' ſeed of 
ght and ri 5 — which is given to all the 
rid! in conſequence of Adam's fin; According to 


hich doctrine: every man is born wich the grace of 


e new birth is totally ſuperſeded; no man is by 
ature a child Y wrath, and there are no ſor perſons 


ip 5 4 


ouaretoyour's as a miniſter ofthe eſtabliſhed church. 


oured out againſt this one.of imputed righteouſneſs, 


Port, and not at Ferufalem and Antioch, 8c. &c. &c. I 


* 515 to fancy that in ſuch caſe, you would find the | 
pheobe. of your own patience, whether i it were ſpun "8 
lack 


alp or at the Foundery, a very Joſe and flimſy 
dyn heart, © 


#hich do as little honour to the adyocacy of Chriſt, 
s they bring credit to the modeſty of the aſſerter. 
hey are in ſubſtance as follow: 

= ft. That Chriſt took more bins for the falvas 
1 tht ion of Judas, than for 12 of St. Peter. 


mig 


ere is a reciprocal. change between Chriſt and his 
bon him by imputation, and his righteouſneſs or 


ble to thofe words of the apoſtle, by the obedience of \ 


od in his heart, and the neceſſity of regeneration or 


e Mrs. Abiab Derby, a good wömün. and 5 
uch more ſteady to her principles as a quaker, than 


And now, Sir, if I were t6 retort upon all your 
loctrines, as many, ſneets and witticiſms as you have 


ich you call a flimſy, looſe robe, ſpun at Geneva and 


ne indeed to coverand 8 Hoya The beige of WE 5 


p. 78. We are preſented] With: ſome. rn 


. oY ad. 
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true, for when he: prayed for Judas, his prayer way 


from thoſe words of St. Paul, Jacob have I loved, ul 


yet find fault, for who Kath reſiſted his will.“ And 
Ii] The whole paſſage runs thus.“ For the childfen being nd 
| younger. As it is written, Jacob have loved, but Eſau hay 
that it is not hat of the apoſtle. Yet ſo far is this from being ti 


— he makes the goſpel ridicnlous in the eyes of infidels. We ol 


' mind of every man born inte the world till enlightened by divine 


man reaſon, makes it in effect to be no goſpel at all. Now tt 
© 5 LIND - 4 . * * * rv 


g 


did for St. Peter. This is at leaſt ſtrongly inſinuate ea 
in that query, Is this a proof that ie he ver prayed 
for Judas?” 5 Dr 
But if this were the caſe, thoſe words of our Lordi. 
* I know that thou heareſt me always,” muſt be un 


' | | \ — N , a | | * | RY : 1 N. 
* 2dly. That he prayed as mich for Jiidas, as fi 


rejected. After ſuch an aſſertion, who could bi 
aſtoniſhed if Mr. Fletcher ſhould attempt to proye 


Eſau have I bated, that God loved Eſau better than 
ficobſH 5m nts ve 3 2g arp m0 Any | 

Before F quit this ſubje&, I muſt deſire the read 
always to keep in mind two objections which wen 
made againſt St. Paul himſelf, and he will general 
find that if the '*armintans raiſe ten thouſand cavib 
they all terminate in theſe two. Why doth: b 
< Is there unrighteouſneſs with God II,?“ An . vor 


* 
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yet born, neither having done any good or evil; that the purpoſ 
of God according to election might ſtand, not of works, but 0 
kim that calleth, It was ſaid unto her, the elder ſhall Are the 
T hated.” Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. | 

II] Caa there be a greater proof that we hold St. Pauꝰs doctrine 
of election and juſtiſcation, than that all the cavils which wen 
brought againſt him, are brought againſt us? and if your doctris 
is not hable to the ſame okjections, can there be a greater prodl 


caſe, that your whole drift. is to diveſt your fyſtem of divinity 
ſrom thoſe very objections which were continually urged again 
him. For inſtance, in your /econd Check, p. 34, you blame Mr 
Shirley for denying fee vil, and you lament that by fach denial 


the contrary believe that the 50 2x] from the very nature of it, i 
and muſt be ridiculous to in dels, becauſe we believe that ti 


grace, is utterly incapable of diſcerning and Teceiving {piritus 
things; and therefore, that whoſoever dreſſes up the goſpel in 
ſuch a manner as to make it palatable to human pride, and bu 


145 * ' 


bever will trace arininianiſm up to the fountain 
Whcad, will always perceive that it is the twin ſiſter of 
p lagianiſm ;/and that flight notions of the fall, of the 


ankling at the bottom of that ſyſtem : ahd indeed 
here cannot be a greater. proof of its unſoundneſs, 
Whan the general aſſent which is given to it by all 
ho know nothing of eonverſion tv God, nor of di- 
ine illumination by his Spirit. However, this is cer- 
ainly no argument with you, for though you acknow- 
edge Mr, Whitefield to have been a truly converted 
an, yet you ſay . You never thought bim clear in 
uw Lord's doctrine, for if he had, he would have 
nounced his Calviniſm.“ . But ſurely, Sir, you have 
rrgotten that in your ſecond Checks p. 7. you tell us, 


EE. 
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om receiving the goſpel of Chriſt, are the doctrines of predeſti- 
ation, and our one compleat Juſtification by faith avi7hcut the 
vorks of the law. At both of "theſe you tumble, and at both of 
heſe-thouſands ſtumbled in the apoſtolic age. Hence we find 
he great choſen veſſel ſo often clearing his doctrine from thoſe 
barges which were brought againſt him of preaching. that we 
ight do evil that good might come, which he calls a SLANDEROUS 
rok r. That 75 SE word the law by faith; that he made 
brift the miniſter of in; that he taught that man might „iu that 
ace might abound. —But ſurely he might have ſaved himſelf the 
ouble of anſwering all theſe cavils; 1f he had preached the doc- 


ty that ſuch cavils ſhould ever have been raiſed. So with re- 
ud to predeſtination and election: what need was there that the 
poltle ſhould go about to vindicate the juſtice of God in the 
boice of ſome and in the rejection of others by the example of 
be potter and the clay; and what room could there be for the 
arting thoſe queſtions, I. there untighteouſne/s with God ?” 
Why doth be yet find fault, for whe hath reſiſted his wall ??* I fay 
hat need of all this, if ſalvation depended on the will of man; 
if God gave a ſalvable meaſure of grace to all the world, by 
e improvement of which they mighę come to the enjoyment of 
eaven and happineſs ? Again; What is it that muſt improve this 
ierſal ſpark of grace, this light within, fince even upon your 
0 2 plan every man has naturally two principles in him? If you ſay 
un e alone carries on the work and triumphs over all . 
du fall into perſeyerance, and conſequently into Calviniſn 

ny this, you have nothing to ſay but that ratyre im proves grace. 
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tent of the law, and of the demerit of fin, lie 


ines you contend for; nay, in ſuch caſe, there was no poſſibi- 


m. If you 


10 grand ſtumbling blocks which prevent the wiſe and prudent : 


3 


« that Mx. Whitefield ſpoke: the words of truth and f 
berneſs with divine pathos, and floods of tears declaratin 
of bis ſincerity.” And in the indication: you:compar 
him to Elijah, and Mr. Weſley to Eliſha. Now 
ſhould be _ to know by —— logic it can be mad. 
out, that any miniſter can preach be wordt af trutl 
and yet deviate from our Lord's detirine: And: 2d) 
As the ſpirit of Elijah reſtedwpon Eliſha, (and co 
ſequently Elijah had the pre-eminence) how tha 
fame ſpirit could teach Mr. Whitefield a * 
contrary to that of our Lord, and t . 
Weſley Fo truth as it is in Jeſus 2. 8 


L 1 not for a thouſand 3 haue been 0 
author of. all thoſe ſneers, which you have ſo repea 
edly thrown. out againſt che doctrine of Chriſt's i 
puted righteouſneſs; hut having ſaid ſo+-much e 
this point in my former pieces, I ſhall. not now hok 
any fa fa rther ee with you on that head. But i 
prove to you, how clearly this was the doctrine, 
well of all the eminent reformers of our own Sad 
as of all the puritan divines, I muſt beg, If. t 

reſent you. with a ſhort confeſſion out of Burn 
Eiſtory of the reformation, which was made by 
biſhops of Exeter, Glouceſter, and St. David's 
alſo by thoſe: glorious martyrs, Bradford, Philpd 
Rogers, &c. e. in the time of queen Mary, 
defence of which they declared themſelves vil 
ing to hang, or to . the ſtake. And, 24 
with a ſentence out of the aſſembly s catechil 
which was compiled by the unanimous approbati 
of the Weltminiter ſyned. 

In the former, we have the following words © 
the before- mentioned Worthies, then 1 in prove. for 

teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
That they believed juſtification dy Faicks whi 
<<. faith was not only an opinion, but à certain po 
% Waſſon wroughit by the Holy Ghoft, ' which d 
„ illuminate the mind, and ſuppled the heart, | 
gd Itſelf entirely to God.” | 1 
« 


— 


* That they acknowledged an inberent righteouſ- 
nefs, yet juſtification and the pardon of fins, they 
Þ believed came ONLY BY CHRIST's RIGH- 
* FEQUSNESS IMPUTED TO THEM [K].” 
e. of the Reform. part 2d. p. 285. 
In the latter, the afſembly of puritan divines 
zus teach, in anſwer to the queſtion, what is juſti- 
« Juſtification is an act of God's free grace, 
whereby he pardoneth all our fins, and accepteth 
us as righteous in his ſight, only for the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſ 1MpuTED to ns, and” received by 
faith.” N S . | 
Now, Sir, however you might diſapprove of the 
arine; yet give me leave to ſay, that as it has been 
nſtanely held by men the moſt eminent for piety 
ad learning this nation ever produced, and who 


[KJ So John Frith, a martyr in the reign of Henry VIII. 
onſequently before the time that Calvin flouriſhed as a reformer) 
unſt Raftel, p. 49, thus expreſſeth himſelf. Through Adam 
his fin was counted for our own,, Through Chriſt tis righ- 
teouſneſs is IMU TED to us for our om. 
In like manner John Fox, author of the book of martyrs a- 
inſt Qertas, p. 7. © Verily whoſoever rejecting the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, whereof I ſpeak, leads us aſide unto any other 
manner of righteouſneſs, I ſay that he pleads not for righ- 
teouſneſs, but againſt it; and doth not undertake the defence 
of the law of God, but is a profeſſed enemy of the grace of 
Chriſt and his croſs, and therefore doth'not open. but ſhut up 
ul paſſages of true ſalvation, and all gates and doors of divine 
grace.“ ä 1 $f | 
led elſewhere, ** As Chriſt was made fin, ſo are we made 
nghteous, but Chriſt was not made fin by inherent fin; 
therefore we alſo are not made righteous by inherent righteouſ- 
neſs. And from Ram. v. he diſputeth, p. 18. As the fin 
of one, Auam, — ſo the righteouſneſs of , Chriſt is IMPUTED 
to all his poſterity, iz. that believe in him, &c. c. by 
Once more, The ſons of the papacy do in no wiſe endure ' 
hich bis ipuration.” . „ 1 2547+ Bol 
i mult acknowledge myſelf indebted for theſe quotations to 2 
Pee valuable treati e, entitled 4 vindication of the eternal law, 
euer fung goſpel. By John Beart, paſtor of a church of Chriſt, 
rt, NM, Suffolk. Printed an. 1707, | 5 


1 C3 7 40 chearfully | 


; hens Tealed it with the 1 laſt drop of theirblc X 
I would Re delivered my y Same in more humb 
terms, and not (to uſe a favourite expreſſion | 
your's againſt the Calviniſts,) with ſuch an air of 1 
Kanes and aſſurance, and fo much 1 in the ſpirit | 
1 Socinus. 
However that one of us is in the wrong in this poit 
is moſt certain; if it be I, then I have at leaſt thef 
tisfaction of being ſo with all the proteſtant churche 
the reformed divines, and the noble army of Ar 
| whereas the beſt company you can boaſt of, is t 
of the: ſons, of the papacy, together with the numer 
army 'of deiſts, arians, pelesians, and focinians. 
.- THE. time would fail me, were 1 to pretend 
enumerate the many groſs miſrepreſentations Ve 
have given of our doctrines throughout your | 
piece; and to point out the very unfair manner 
which you have quoted my five letters, and the 
terpolations you have made in them, However, 
you have actually repreſented me as ſaying, that 
more a believer ſins, upon earth, the merrier he 
be in heaven, 1 beg you will point out to me whe 
in the plain eaſy ſenſe of my words, I have ſpo 
any ſuch thing, or where I have ever uſed ſo lu 
crous an expreſſion as that of mirth or merrim 
when ſpeaking of thoſe pleaſures, which are af Gi 
right hand for evermore. Oh Sir, is this your | 
and candour ! this your boaſted reverence for t 
and brotherly kindneſs ! 
P. 3. you hold us forth as promiſin ing immortalit 
thoſe who perſevere in ſin; and p. 118. you quote 
text of St. John, /tle children let no man deceive ) 
he that doeth righteouſneſs ts righteous, and you g 


us the following 1 interpretation of it, which you h let 
marked with commas, in order, as we may ſupp! th 
to make your readers believe, that it is a quota be 
from me, though neither I, nor any other aſſerto WM 

{ 


the doctrines of grace that ever I heard of, 
thought or affirmed that it related to any other 
| 2 | 


a perſonal holineſs. « Let not Mr. Weſley deceive- * 
you; he that actually liveth with another man's 
« wife, worſhips abominable idols, and commits in- 
« ceſt with his father's wife, may not only be 
« righteous, but compleat in imputed righteouſneſs. 
“ In a righteouſneſs which exceeds not only the 


< righteouſneſs of the phariſees, bht the perſonal 
.« righteouſneſs of converted Paul, and of the bright- 


« eſt angel in glory.” [nit 

Now, Sir, give me leave to pluck a feather out of 
your high-ſoaring wings, and to ſtop you ſhort in 
that mighty bombaſt declamatory triumph, with 
which you exult upon this quotation, by aſking you 
ſimply, from whence you have taken it? Did I ever 
aſſert any thing like this? or can you find any one 


Calviniſt now upon earth, or that ever exiſted in time 


paſt, that put this forced conſtruction upon the a- 
poſtle's words? Prove your point, and then I will 
confeſs that you are no calumniator of God's people, 
otherwiſe I muſt ſtill inſiſt upon it that you ſlander 
us, and however you may be diſpleaſed at our 
charging you with ' horrid perverſion, falſhood, and 
baſe diſingenuity, you have no more cauſe to find 
fault on this ſcore, than the man who is detected in 
taking away his neighbour's purſe, has cauſe to com- 
plain that he is called a thief, for you rob us of thole 
things, which are infinitely more valuable to us than 
our lives, vig. our reputation and character; though 
even theſe we would count as nought, if you would 
be contented not to rob Chriſt of the glory of a ſin- 
ner's ſalvation. ed a Nh Io Dees PEROT, 

I muſt again accuſe you of acting with the greateſt 
diſingenuity, in making your quotations from the 
firſt, and not from the ſecond, edition of my five 
letters, and of the Review; eſpecially as I ſent you 
that edition of both, ſeveral weeks before your laſt 
book was printed, or could even have been begun; 
and wrote to you to requeſt that you would refer to 
thoſe, and not-to the former editions; notwithſtand- 
| en eee e e e 


Ing this, you have all along quoted (and that un- 

fairly) the firſt impreſſion of each, intirely over. 
looked ſuch paſſages as obviate the objections you 
have raiſed, and have even brought againſt me an 
erratum, Which you acknowledge to have ſeen in 

the table of errata annexed, and which made no al. 
teration at all in the ſenſe, whether it had been 
placed as an overſight or not, yea, which was in- 
WOE, rectified in _ exon 1 dehired you to refer 
to. 

Now, Sir, 1 cannot upon any principles of gene. 
roſity, much leſs of Chriſtianity, reconcile this con- 
duct of your's, with the proſtſſions yau make of 
love and regard; however, as you have made ſeveral 
appeals to all candid unprejudiced Calviniſts, I will 
even venture to make one to all ancandid prejudiced 
armiuians among your greateſt admirers, whether 
you are juſtiſiabie in their eſteem, for defending your 
favourite tenets by ſuch ſlanderous poſitions and 
groſs miſrepreſentations. And let me tell you, that 
1 think there are certain invariable rules, which 
ought to be obſerved with the ſame ſtrictneſs between 
controverſial writers, as even what are called the 
laws of nations, ought to be adhered to, between 
one kingdom and another: and among theſe rules 
are certainly the two following; elſe, under pretence 
of inveſtigating truth, we ſhall only lead our on 
into a maze of error. 

Firſt, Never to miſquote or miſrepreſene 0 our op- 

nent. 

Secondly, In referring. to 1 authorities, alway: 
to give the plain ſcope and deſign of the author's 
meaning; and on no account to make him 
what he does not intend, much leſs what he abhors, 
and what he is even bearing his teſtimony againſt. 

How grievouſly you have tranſgreſſed againſt both 
theſe fundamental rules of controverſy, muſt be very 
apparent to the conſcience of every man, who is not 
adlolutely determined to por out his eyes; and though 
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you. 


U- 
tf 


you may probably find a aD to your own mind, 


by looking upon ſuch things in the light of piaus 
frauds, yet it ſhould never be forgotten that the 


u 
n girdle of. truth is an eſſential part of the Chriſtian's 
in 
i! 


armour : but at all events Calviniſm muſt be eraſed, | 
though Zeruſalem itſelf ſhould become . an, heap of 
n ftones: by its overthrow ; though all. the proteſtant 
n- MY churches and puritan divines ſhould be . and 
er rverted; though the venerable duſt of Leighton, 
110 pkins, Bunyan, Owen, Flayel, Whitefield, &c. 


e. Would be raked out of their ſeveral graves, in order ag 


n- to be blown into the eyes of the by- ſtanders, to 
of ¶ prevent them from ſeeing the ſtrength of our towers, 
al and from marking well the antiquity of our bul- 
in warks. But antinomians we muſt be, whether we 
ed will or not, though thoſe of our ſentiments have in 
er all ages made the -moſt vigorous ſtand againſt ol 
ur © antinomianiſm, and particularly againſt that whic 
d Dr. Owen, in the very treatiſe you have, quoted ſo 
at ¶ mal a propos, calls the worſt fort of antinomianiſm, 
ch (viz. chat of the perfectioniſts) which conſiſts in 
en derogating from the honor, extent, purity and ſpi- 
ae rituality * the moral law, talking of partial breaches 
n of the law, and ſettin 8 up a milder law, to which 
es they give the name o 

ce gave one law and Chriſt . e calling ius by the 
rs ſoft appellation of infirmities, and ſpeaking of ſome 
| N agar which we cannot determine whether 
p- bey do or de not bring the. ſoul under condemnation, 
as Mr. Weſley has expreſsly ſaid by what he calls 
ys Wl ins 2 ſurpriſe 7. Yet I conſiſts your . 5 
58 or 
We 8 1 14 Fo | 4 ER IT 7 
32 (L] oh my Fletcher may er at 9 ribhinaatbefs of 
| Chriſt, -as a  booſe Aim robe aubich covers adulterers and 1 
th derers, I beg to inform” him, that though we neither W | 

adultery nor murder, yet unleſs this robe co ers him from bot 

* theſe ns. he maß Jie under the gui ſt of them to all eternity. 
2 i This no man can den who flo i: any thing of the extent of 
h * moral law, or ola has, over alder the W 
u Sie 


the law of Chriſt, as if Gd 


for by making Calviniſm and antinomianiſm fyno- 

nimous and convertible terms, you the more eaſily 

811 PANGTSE Oc treat he 355; pre. 
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given of its commands by our Lord and the apoſtle. According 
to which interpretation every unclean thought is heart-adultery, 
Matt. v. 28.—xv.-19. and every angry thought is heart-murder, 
Matt. v. 21, 22.—XxV. 19. Fr 15. If then the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt covers theſe fins in the fountain bead, the heart, 
which is the ſpring of all wickedneſs, (call me..antinomian or 
what you pleaſe for the aſſertion) it certainly covers them in the 
ftreams, unleſs you again fly to your old .popiſh diſtinction be- 
tween ns and infirmities, and: draw the line between ſome 
tranſgreſſions of the law, Which do, and ſome which. do not, 
bring the ſoul under condemnation... . And to.this it is moſt evi- 
dent, that the arrogant doctrine of ſinleſs perfection leads all its 
votaries; therefore if I were to be aſked to define the term, 
«« what is ſinleſs perfection ?“ I ſhould anſwer, it means nothing 
more or leſs, than a total blindneſs of heart joined to the moſt 
conſummate. ignorance of the extent and purity of the law; and 
_ conſequently: no man can ever think himſelf Aialgſily pere, who 
is not firſt intoxicated with the higheſt degree of ſpiritual pride 

Tenne“, hn | 
But the perſectioniſts, the better to gild their pill, call it by 
the name of perf## lobe and Chriſtian perfection, to neither of 
which in the ſcriptural ſenſe of the words we have any, objection, 
but quite the contrary. Perfe# laue, which cafteth out fear, is 
the privilege though not the portion of every true. Chriſtian ; and 
as all who believe have an abſolute perfection in Chriſt, ſo they 
have a principle of grace and ſanctification in their hearts, where- 
by they are enabled to die unto fin, and to riſe again unto 
righteouſneſs, but ſtill the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit and the 
. ſpirit againſt the fleſh, ſo that they cannot do the things that 

they would, __. | 8 | | 65; 9/ he 
I This is all the perfection the ſcripture knows any thing of on 
this fide heaven. But Mr. Weſley tells us that his adult believers 
have no indwelling fin, no contrary principles of nature.warring 
againſt grace, no evil thoughts, no wandrings in prayer; in 
ſhort, that ſin is totally 4%royed in them root and branch.— 
How this gentleman and his wizdicator dare to ſubſcribe to the 
IXth eur of our church, which declares that even in the rege- 
nerate, the fleſh luſteth ALWAYS contrary to the ſpirit ; and eſpe- 
cially to the XVth article, entitled Chrift alone without fin, which 
ſays in ſuch poſitive terms, that ALL OF US, though baptiſed 
and born again in Chriſt, yet offend IN MANY THINGS, and 
if we ſay we have no fin we DECEIVE.' ourſelves,” I leave to 
their mature conſideration; but I humbly apprehend, that moſt 
of my readers will be of opinion, that if I were to declare, that 
> N | I believed 


prejudice the. hearts of your readers againſt the for- 


mer. But only ſuppoſe, that I were to face you 


down, and inſiſt upon it again, again, and again, 


that you were a mabometan; and that I were gravely 

or ſuceringih to bring an hundred quotations and ar- 
guments againſt ma metaniſm, and were to addreſs 
them all to you, and to tell you, that though nobody 
did it with greater bluntneſs, yet I challenged you to 


— — * — 


I believed from my beart a doctrine, Which I dereſted from my 
Beart, I ſhould thereby give no convincing proof of my own 
, . Bee 5y LO aro tet), 
© Be that as it will, I think our petitioning gentlemen can do no 


Jeſs than ſend an invitation to Mr: Weſley and Mr. Fletcher to 


dine at the Feathers Tavern; and if I might be allowed the liberty 


of drawing up the card, it ſhould” run in the following terms. 
* The Feather's tavern fraternity preſent compliments to 


« Meff. J. Weſley and Fletcher, as they perceive that they are 
« .univerſaliſts, free-willers, perfectioniſts, and merit-mongers, 


„ (and'as they have a better opinion of them than to ſuppoſe 
* they don't find the 'gth, 10th, 11th, Tzth, 13th, 14th, 15th, 


% 16th, and 17th articles of the church of England very galling 
4 to their conſciences,) defire their company to dinner, on 
„, the — day of ——, when proper meaſures will 


be conſulted on for obtaining relief in the matter of ſubſcrip- 
tion. In the mean while, the fraternity beg to aſſure Meſſ. 
«© Weſley and Fletcher that they perfectly agree with them in 


« their cordial hatred of Calvini/m; and that they love free-will, 
* man's-merit, and juſtification by works, as well as either of thoſe 


* gentlemen.” 


T hope, Sir, you will pardon the mild irony of this card, which 
{though it carries much more propriety with it,) is intended 
by way of return for the mock proclamation, which you have 
given us, Log: Gen. p. 182. Signed at Geneva by four of his 


Majeſty's ſecretaries bf ſtate for the predeſfinarian department. 


JohN CALVIN. 

- + DOCTOR CRISP. 

TEE AUTHOR OFP. o. 
R H | 


* 


5 


. . 


But ſuppoſe now I were to ſeek out for four ſecretaries of ſtate 
for the perfection department. Who do you think I would pitch 
upon z— probably the following. N 


-- JOHN WESLEY.” 
JOHN FLETCHER. 
THOMAS OLIVERS. 

GEORGE BELL. *' 


fino 


body that did 1 it in greater tou.” No doubt 
readers might be brought to 
+. the dreadful eaſe of the vicar of Madely, 
and to cry out, Poor Mr. Fletcher is certainly 


„ turned Turk.” And yet I have juſt as much xea- 


ſon to do this, as you have ſo liberally to dub Mr. 


Shirley, my brother, and me, a triumvirate of an- 


tinomians; as 1 hope What follows will very clearly 
evince. 


iſt, It is certainly an antipamian aſſertion, chat 


© believer ; is. not to confeſs fin, nor to be humbled 


for 1t.-—But none of us ever aſſerted this, God for- 


18 But if Mr. Weſley has not afſerted it in words, 
Frede of leaving the confeſſion of ſin out 
2 communion ſervice [Mi, looks as if he did 


45 believe confeſſion and humillation to be very 
eſſential. 


2dly. It is certainly . antinomianiſm to aſſert 


that believers need not pray for pardon of ſin. But 


though we never aſſerted any ſuch thing, yet 1 beg 


to aſk if it was not debated at one of Mr. Weſley's 


conferences, whether a believer might not be in ſuch 


a ſtate as not to need the blood of Chriſt, nor to 
pray for the pardon, of lin ? 


_ 3dly. We look upon it, to ſay the leaſt, to be a 
very unguarded expreſſion, that in can do à believer 
no hurt, and therefore we never make uſe of 1 it. 
But Mr. Weſtey ſings before a whole congregation 


that as his. beſt aftions cannot ſave, bim, ſo, ( becauſe he 


7s a. believer, -bis worſt cannat condemn” him. Tea, he 


has given it under his own hand, That the Ans of the 


whale world cannot hurt a believer. 
4thly. We believe that it is the ende of antino- 
mian ee 2 to lim. that we bave — 10 60 


— 


— _ = 4 


1155 Mr. Weſley bas. told the public i in * ih N That 
he has often done this in order to ſave time, but it would have 
carried an appearance of greater fincerity, if he had honeſtly 


ſaid, ths, do na! * becauſe we NT to confeſs,” n 


. * 


er 
— 


ith; ne law N] 1 * conſequently. that. this laying; 

which is ſo frequent in the mouths of perfeckioniſts, 

is o moſt dangerous rendency, and that whe | 

Mr Weſley: ſays about be 1 of. the Adamic law, 
is hot leſs ſo. 

""Micherro we have clearly ſeen that Mr. Welley 
and ſomè of his deluded votaries, are the real anti- 
nomians n 3 Wo. now to aſk, why. 

ou quote ſuch expreſſions as following, _ 
why you bring them againſt us. Chriſt hath 9 
« heved for us.” Chriſt hath repented tor. 905 &C. . 
Doe yew think, Sir, that any of us ſuppoſe. this to 
be ſoumd dodtring? you $15.6 in your own conſcience | 
that we think othetwiſe; but it is enough for) . 
f-you can but faſten bch principles upon us, and 
male the world believe they are ours, however we 
may hate and deteſt them; and truly your conduct 
— is juſt the fame as when you fathered, upon 
the Calviniſts that child of your on brain, that a 
man may repent, pray, ſtriye and reform, and yet 
be a-reprobate : whereas we always declare. that te- 
pentande, prayer, ſtriving and reforming, are happy 
proofs that the man in whom they are 8 really 
belongs to the Nan. of grace ab. eee * 


— n A rei 1 


N In- 4 little Sars doss publication ſigned knee, Aub 
dy a firſt rate perſedioniſt in defence of Mr. Weſley and Mr.. 
Beall (the latter of whom the authör vindicates for ſaying be . 
mould never die) are theſe expreſſons, © I have nothing to, do 
«© with. the" law, either in point "of juſtification! or. ſanctiſication.v 
<= ] keep che whole morallaw ig all its ſpitituulity, without | 
« offending in thought, N and deed,” 177 this teb- 
« © Ono * all thin „ ſervant 0 God we done. 

See etal 5 In my Review of r. Welley” 8 doctrine, 

"me ed. 
toy Wi 421 conſult che rev. Mr Te oplady's laſt publi- 
cation;; antitled 4 More work! for Mr. John Weſley,” will hive 
had a Full anſwer given to all thoſe cavils which Pap apiſts, ſoct- 
nlans, elagians, arminians, and per ſe johiſts Bring againſt 
thoſe doRtiney commonly calltc Calvipift, as if they tended to 
Mee YVeehtioaſnels, or to make God erurl, unjuſt, and un- 


merciful, and Wil ſee every one of their "objeftions-regrtes upon f 


themſelves in the moſt maſterly manner. 


wa Ley 
4 1 | | - mitting k 


ſſmall degtee of triumph; bur I take it for grante 


mitting the. 5 it is certain Ala you oel 

980 18 farther, for you even ſuppoſe that a, man 
may be a partaker of living faith, and of all the 
ſaving influences of the ve #nd mn 25 255 a 
| e and a ehe, Ta 6 | 


WE will nos 55080 your quotations from that 8 
eminent divine Mr. John Flavel. And here I muſt 
obſerve firſt that inſtead of freeing yourſelf from the 
charge I brought againſt you in the poſtſcript of my R 
Review, of groſsly perverting that excellent author's ſg 
meaning, you have abſolutely. made bad worſe. For ui 
you have taken ſeveral more paſſages out of that. 
piece, entitled A ſuccinct and ſeaſonable Diſcaurſe, &c. Tz. 
and ſtill applied them to Pr. Criſp in that very ſenſe 
which the ſeven puritan divines, whoſe names are 
& annexed, declare; to be banſb and wycharitable, andy 
what the doctor never meant. But though I believe. 
Vith theſe divines that Dr. Criſp was a very great. 
6 


and good man, and think that an uncommon. yeinſc | 
of evangelical truth and piety runs throughout his. 
ſermons, yet I by no means vindicate him in every] 
expreſſion he makes uſe of, particularly in thoſe lic 
which are objected to by Mr. F lavel.. However as. 
the doctor was a very conliſtent writer, by compa -. 


ring ſuch paſſages in his works as appear rather ex- 
ceptionable, with others, we may always come to a 
clear knowledge of his deſign, which was (to adopt 
Mr. Hervey's expreſſion concerning the teſt of 
true doctrine) to debaſe the inder, exalt Chriſt, andſec 
to promote holinefſss. _ 
Come we now. to Mr. Flayel's oed appendix, re 
which you quote with many witliciſms, and with nofhne 
te 
that if you had ſuppoſed I ſhould have turned tqſire 
the original, you would prudently have left Mr, 
Flavel as well as Dr. Owen, &c. to ſleep in peace. 1 
In comparing your citation with Mr. Flavels o-wẽͥðf 
* work, I find that Re have e the following r 
- paſſages. : 7 25 | | 
3 e 'D « N 


1. 4 Nothing is more N to looſneſ d chan the 
free grace of God, &c. T“ 


II. You have left out a Pax teph in which Ha 


ation brought from him againſt antinomianiſm. 
But this would never do for one who is determined 
1 o make C alvinifm and antinomianiſm ſynonimous 
ut terms. 205 
he III. You this wiſely ſiruck*outt bf che middle er 

ny paragraph (though you have given us the line be- 
r's ore and after) the following words which Mr. Flavel 
or uſtly affirms do contain the groſſeſt antinomianiſm 
at“ If is as impuſfible for Chriſt, Bimfelf to fin, as for a 
Tc. PH of God to fin” | j your reaſon for this was clear. 
e Mr. W eſley is that very rank antinomian WhO has 7 
ec girerally made this aſſertion in his ſermon on Phil. 11. 
ndpz. where he ſays, Our bleſſed Lord had no evil 
ef, or ſinful thoughts, nor indeed was capable of 

rat, having any; and hence it follows that neither 
NF have real Chriſtians. Therefore if he was free 
his from evil or finful thoughts fo are they likewiſe.” 
TY IV. You have again wiſely broken off your quota- 
dic ion from Flavet at the following words [“ rhe papiſts 
as. have notoriouſly corrupted the dofarine of juſtification 
pa-. by free gract; DECRIED" TMPUTED, and EXALTED 
* . INHERENT righteouſneſs above it,“ &c: &c. Oh; 
a (/aid Stephen Gardiner) let not this gap of 4025 oo 
ge opened to the people. 

Now, Sir, as the former citation 1 Mi. Flavel's | 
econd' appendix which you pretend to quote, proved 
our friend Mr, Weſley to be an antinomian, ſo this 


nd by exalting tNHERENT Tighteouſneſs. And that 
tephen Gardiner and the vicar of Madely are in- 
ey of one mind © in not CES. * gap of free 
race be opened to the people. 2 
e. I fancy, Sir, that by this time you PET? had enough 

f q quoting or rather of miſquoting that excellent man, 
r. F layel, whoſe” teſtimony is not Ly 2 Jot more in 


* 
8 : 
” Fo 
F * 
* * 


jurable mention is made of Mr. Calvin, and a quo- Kh 


rfoves yourſelf to be a papiſt by decrying 1MpuTED p 


N 


your 1 5 ben. thas of Dr. = 83 let 
us proceed a little further in this ſame ſecond ap, 
cs. in which this ſound. Calviniſtic, Lhe Mr, 
Flavel ſo. ably expoſes the errors . real antino- 
mians. 

In * e oftavo editic ition of Mr. Flavel's e works ſecond 


of antinomi aniſin, p. 35 9 judicious au- 
1 — fully vindicates 22 Minden ſo ts gly inſiſt. 


ed on in my five letters, again ou 7 all 
your elo Wr NOTES God's eure a believer's 
125 e the want of ae diſtinction 
ut a mo icious error of the popiſh 
1 egg 11 4 Rea REAC are as follow. 2 0806 
« antipathy to ſin can never be taken away by the 
6 * fatigtaction. of Chriſt, though his hatred to the 
ons of the redeemed be; for the hatred of fi 
; found in the unchangeable nature of God ; and 
„ he can as — ceale to. be holy, as ceaſe to hate 
« fin, Nor was Chrify {f's death ever deligned to this 
<« end, thoug 80 Chriſt hath ſatisfied for the ſins: » 
« believers, God. ſtill notes fin in believers. His 
cc batred to their fon ins, and love ta their perſons; are ” 
« inconfiſterit.” This too you have | prudently left 
out of the quotation. 11 
In the ſame piece of Mr. Flavel, you have like. 

wife left out the following paragraph. 

5 We likewiſe grant that as the gullt of our fins 
« was by God's 1 imputation, laid upon Chriſt, ſo the 
« righteouſneſs of Chriſt is by God imputed. to be. 
& lievers, by virtue of their union, with Chriſt ;. anc 
becomes thereby as truly and fully theirs, for the 

+ juſtification of their particular perſons before God, 
e as if they themſelves had in their own perſons: ful- 
3 filled all that the law requires, or ſuffered all that 

« it threatened :. No inherent righteouſneſs in ou 
e perſons, is, or can be more truly our own for thi 
« end and purpoſe, than Chriſt's imputed e 
<« neſs is our own.” . 
Again p. 269. Though Mr. F lavel a cquieſces wit 


me that 1 it 18 a dangerous and UNO de 3 to 5 
66 the 


be 


dd 


5 
toy with Dr. Criſp and Mr. Weſley ti the fins of 
leber, can db Jie no hurt, yet he ſtrenuoufly 
maintains and defends this pofſrion, viz. That the 


« fins of the elect ſhall 2 burt them, by fruſtratn ny 
| the purpoſes of God 1 their eternal ſa 


tc vation, or totally and finally to ſeparare them from 
* his loye.”—No, no, (ſays Mr. Flavel) his love to 
his s people is unchangeable ; having loved his own, be 
loved them unto the end. 

Now, Sir, I hope you, have had quite enough of 
quoting good Mr. Flavel's ſecond appendix, ſince 
there is not one of the doctrines you defend, but 
what this learned and excellent man bears his teſti- 
mony againſt. Nor one that you cenſufe, ſo far 

as they are really vurs, but what he Beten in char 
RG treatiſe, you allude to. 

I muſt own that it is a very diſagreeable as well! as 
Ilan invidious taſk thus to purſue and follow you into 
lall your hiding places, and then to drag you out 
land to expoſe your diſingenuity and groſs perverſions 
belore the view of the public. But how can I avoid 
this, if 1 would vindicate the writers you would 

artfully preſs into your ſervice, from the charges 
you eech againſt them? Again, you would 
certainly have it ſuppoſed that you are leading; y our 
readers into truth ; but how can this be, 1 you 
are doing all in your power to deceive them? and I 
declare in the preſence of God before whoſe awful 
tribunal-I muſt ſoon ſtand to give an account for 
what I write, that you do moſt ſhamefully deceive 
them when you make them believe that Flavel, 
Leighton, Burgeſs, Henry, Owen, Bunyan, &c. Kc. 
Or was wy * our r bla me [P}, or the puritan 
ali | | Pry divines, 


| 
| 
; 
: 
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[ Pj The t two Srawd 8383 under God of bringing 8008 
be reformation were Martin Luther and John Calvin; and all 
he proteſtant churches at home or abroad, are foutded upon 
the doctrines of theſe. two great men, Jeſus a himjelf * 
the chief corner flone : nevertheleſs Mr, Flatcber expreſſes the 

1 xreateſt abhorrence of the tenets of both Luther and * 
| D 1 Whom 


divines, are on your ſide of the queſtion: for thougb 
they were no more antinomians than we are, no 
we than they, yet they were certainly what you call 
Cialviniſts, and it is as certain that they one and all 
| dereſted your principles as popiſh, heretical, and 
antichriſtian. yo e 


I ſhall only make one more remark on your late 

jece, and that is on your wonderful aſſertion, p. 167. 
„ That Joſeph told his brethren a GROSS UNTRUTE 

_«« when. he informed them that it way God which 
« ſent him thither, (into Egypt) to preſerve life. This 
« you ſay you would rather ſuppoſe to be the caſe, 
« than that God ſhould equivocate.” © © 
I aſſure you, Sir, I no more ſuppoſe God guilty 
of equivocation than you do, and yet if there be 
truth in his word, I firmly believe that he himſelf 
did really /end Joſeph into Egypt for moſt wiſe and 
gracious ends. And for this belief I have not only 
the authority of Joſeph himſelf, but that of the 
prophet David,, who, as well as Joſeph, ſpake as he 
was moved by the Holy Ghoſt; now David in the 
105th, Pſalm tells us, that the ſame divine HE wh: 
ſent 4 famine upon the land, SENT alfo a man be- 
fore them, even Joſeph, &c. But ſtill you declare 
it to be your opinion that Joſeph told his brethren a 
GROSS' UNTRUTH, When he affirmed that God had 
ſent him. Alas! Sir, where are you going? And 
what are you doing? You are not contented to 
make the chaſte patnarch Jofeph a liar,” bur you 
muſt make holy David a liar, and what is infinitely 
worſe, you make God himſelf a liar alſo, for they 


— 


whom he teftifies his diſapprobation of by name; and yet he 
would have the world believe, that he abides by the principles 
of our reformers, and of the proteſtant churches. This incon- 
M is, ſo very amazing, that I am at loſs for an epithet to 


1 


expreſs its flagrancy, and therefore can call it nothing leſs than »' 
WESLEAN ; as it only falls ſhort of it in this one inſtance, t 


(viz.) that it is hard to ſay whether Mr.. Weſley has ſpoken 
oftener in praiſe or in di/praiſe of Luther and Calvin. 


WV, * 
* 
31 * 
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wet . ©» 


R 
ure the repeated words of inſpiration which you ven- 
ture to call ROSS UNTRUTH. But Mr. Hill muft 


be branded as an antinomian, and the Dagon of 


arminianiſm muſt be ſupported, though the teſtimo- 
ny of -patriarchs, and prophets, yea of God himſelf 
ſhould fall down and be broken in pieces before it. 
1 cannot agree with you, reverend Sir, that our 
diſpute is likely to be attended with any beneficial 
effects to ourſelves, or to others. On the contrary, 
I believe that among real Chriſtians none are the 
better ſor writing, and few if any are the better for 
reading controverſial divinity. And with regard to 
the. people of the world, it is certain that alterca- 
tions of this ſort rather tend to ſer them againſt all 
religion than otherwiſe. However I doubt not but 
there are ſome ſincere enquirers after truth, and 
ſuch perſons are well worthy our attention, and we + 
certainly ought to do all we can to point them to 
the object of their enquiry ; but give me leave to 
ſay, Sir, that we treat them with a moſt unbecoming 
cruelty when we knowingly and willingly miſrepre- 
ſent any authors or facts in order to eſtabliſh our own 
opinions and to lead them aſide from that pearl they 
are digging for. How culpable you have been in 
this reſpect every reader may clearly ſee. And yet 
how ſmall will the number be who do or will ſee it? 
Since Mr. Weſley has nothing to do but to hold up 
his finger in order to indica thouſands of his fol- 

lowers from ever looking into any thing that is 

written againſt his own faction, and to make them 
believe that the four Checks (as they are called) 
contain the medulla of the Chriſtian religion. Be this 
as it will, the unfair quotations you have made [Q I, 
——— —— vere enng rater are ron erren | oe * -Y Aan 


1 


[Q_] Since this letter was finiſhed I have had a fight of the 
works of the  reverend Anthony Burgeſs, an authof quoted by 
Mr, Fletcher, who has {according to cuſtoni) moſt groſsly and moſt 
ſhamefully perverted and miſrepreſented the doctrines of that 
eminent divine and laborious preacher of the goſpel; who 
throughout all his writings and ſermons inſiſts ſtrongly on the 

a, | D 2 doQrincs 
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and the ſhocking miſrepreſentations and calumnies 


you have been guilty of, will for the future prevent 


me from looking into any of yaur books, oh you 


mould write a thouſand volumes. So here the con- 


troverſy. muſt end, at leaſt it ſhall end for me. You 
may now miſquote and miſrepreſent whomſoe ver and 
whatſoever you pleaſe, and you may do it with im- 
4 ; I aſſure you I ſhall give myſelf no trouble to 
erect you, and as for thoſe who think proper to 
truſt you, I can only ſay I am ſorry for, their cre- 
dulity ; ſince the following appear to be the princi- 
2 on which you began, and on w hich you ſem 
etermined to carry on the combat. _ 

If. You think with yourſelf „If I can make. the 
world ſuppoſe that the Calviniſts believe ſa and ſo, I 
ſhall certainly ſet my readers againſt them.” Then 

249. You dreſs up. a creed in an hideous maſque- 
rade dreſs according to your own fancy, and with a 


moſt undaunted confidence you declare that this 


monſtrous creed is ours. Having done this, 
34h. You begin firing and pelting at this de- 
formed child of your own brain, which all your 
devoted admirers are taught to father upon 1 
afſertors of free grace. And the 

4thly. Having cut the ugly. bantling into a 
thouſand pieces, you ſend it as the levite ſent his 
mangled concubine, into all the .ceaſts of  Ijrael, 
(Judges xix. 29.) and begin vaunting, triumphing, 
exulting and ſneering, as if you had really done ſome 
mighty deed; and as 1f under the pretence of expell- 
ing, antinomianiſin, you had effectually taught Chriſt 
to know his place, and not to aſſume to himſelf 600 
much! in the work of ſalvation. e r e. 


r — 
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n of election and perſeverance, and our one compleat 
Juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone. And 
has written a whole treatiſe expreſsly to prove that works cannot 
be a condition of juſtification. —Alas! that erg, prejudice, and 

rty ſpirit ſhould make a man of ſenſe and learning ſtoop to 
lach Poor low artifices i in ne, to defend his cauſe! j 


T cannot 
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1 Cannot However conclude without again atknow- 
tedging,- that your life is exemplary,” and your walk 


blameleſs. But ſtill, Sir, you are a tranſgreſſor G 
the law, and conſequently a ſinner (for in, ſaith the } 
apoſtle, is rhe tranſgrefſion of the lau.] As a ſinner, 


Pres as. . | — {ts bd DL 
you are as much obnoxious to the curſe, as if you were 


an aua adulterer or a murderer.; for thus ſaith the | 
ſcripture, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 


things that are written in the book of the law to do 
them. The wapes of fin is death. He that keepeth 


the whole laws, and yet offendeth in one point, be is 


guilty of all. If therefore you have not a righteouſ- 
neſs adequate to the demands of the law to plead 


before the bar of God, what muſt become of you? 


If you ſay you have this righteouſneſs in yourſelf, 
I give you up for incurable : if you have it not in 
him, who alone hath brought in that everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, which is unto all and upon all that 
believe, the ſcripture affords you not one gleam of 
hope ; and all that fine cobweb you have been ſpin- 
ning out of your own bowels and placing yourſelf in 
the midſt of it; though it may now be a means of 
catching ſome poor unwary flies, yet when the winds 
of God's wrath ſhall blow upon it, and the beſom 
of his law ſhall ſweep it, will be found to be a 
re age of lies, and the poor ſpider may wiſh in vain 
co find ſome hiding place to cover itſelf in. 

Let me beſeech you then, Sir, to look well to 


your foundation, for unleſs this be well laid, the higher 


you raiſe the ſuperſtructure, and the more ornaments 


you add to it, (however the beholders may be aſto- 


niſhed at its beauty and decorations) the greater will 


be the dangerof its falling, and then dreadful indeed 


will be the fall thereof. 


No counterfeit coin paſſes ſo currently as that 


which moſt reſembles the pure gold. It therefore 
behoves us well to exatnine whoſe image and ſuper- 
ſcription it bears; otherwiſe we may think ourſelves 
nothin 
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rich and increaſed in goods, and that we have need of 


= 
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not hing, when indeed we are poor and. miſerable. and 
Blind and naked. It is a good ſaying of Mr. Fuller, 
in his church hiſtory, . that a meſs of heretical 
doctrine is never ſo likely to poiſon thoſe who taſte 
« of it, as when it is ſerved up in clean diſhes and 
* ſcoured platters.” Self- made holineſs, (if I may 
ule the expreſſion) may deceive ourſelves, and it 
may deceive others, but it cannot deceive him, . who 
when he fathoms our beſt works, adds righteouſneſs 
to the line, and judgment to the plummet. 

Let me further remark that the apoſtle ranks 
herefies, variance, and ſeditions, with the worſt of the 
deeds of the fleſh, Gal. v. 19, &c. and for my own 
part, I think that flander, detraction and wilful 
perverſion are as much breaches of the ninth com- 
mandment, as adultery, inceſt, and murder are 
breaches of the ſixth and ſeventh, and that they are 
all equally inconſiſtent with the genuine ſpirit of 
goſpel piety. 

It appears by the ſize of your laſt work, that it 
has coſt you more labor and pains than any of your 
other pieces; but permit me to hint to you, Sir, 
that you have now gone too far for many of your 
former admirers, who really begin to look about 
them, and to ſuſpect that you are driving them 

on at too great a rate. — A little veſſel is never ſo 
likely to be overſet, as when her gallant top ſails are 
all expanded, and when ſhe has no ballaſt to keep her 
ſteady. Let me adviſe you then, Sir, to lower 
your l and to throw over- board your mighty 
invaluable cargo of {elt-righteouſneſs ; take Chrift 
for your pilot, and then you will pals ſafely over all 
the ſtormy billows of the law, fin, and death, till 
you arrive at the haven of everlaſting peace. 

And as you. are pleaſed to put me in mind of 


5 A advice to Phaeton. 


—*< Medio tutiſſimus ibid RI 2 
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go ſafeſt in the middle.” ABER) 
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| a 
1 anſwer, that though there is no middle way be- 


tween law and goſpel, © no third covenant (to uſe _ 


your own expreſſion quoted in the poſtſcript) made 


« up of grace and works mixed, yet be pleaſed to 
remember that the whole cauſe of Phaeton's down- 


fal, was that he would needs take the reins into his 


own impotent hands, and by ſoaring too high, and 


driving on too furiouſly, he ſet the world on fire, 


(though not by a comet's 1 ) and brought upon himſelf 
ſwift deſtruction, 


| Wiſhing you fincere repentance for all you hk 
aſſerted againſt the truths of the goſpel; and for the 


ſevere, raſh and uncharitable ſpirit (which under 


words ſmoother than oil, and the profeſſion of much 
candor) you have ſhewn againſt ſo many faithful 


muniſters and ſervants of Chriſt, I remain, 


Reverend SIR; 47 


Your hearty well-wiſher, 


RICHARD HILL. 
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WILL not conceal 1 you, Rev. Sir, that 1 
have in my poſſeſſion a manuſcript ſermon, which 
you preached in your own pariſh church in the year 
1764, copies of which were, by your permiſſion, 
oe about to ſeveral of your friends, and I among 
s obtained the favor of one. The text is taken 
from Nom. xi. 5, 6. Even ſo then, at this preſent 
time alſo, there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace; and if it be by grace, then it is no more of 
work, &C. | 3 
As to the performance itſelf it does you much 
credit, and plainly ſhews that you were once zealouſly 
attached to the doctrines of the church of England; 
upon this account, and becaule I really look upon 
it to be the beſt confutation of Mr. Welley's mi- 
nutes, and of all the four Checks written in vindica- 
tion of them, I once thought to publiſh it, in which 
intention I had actually proceeded ſo far as to put 
it into the printer's hand, without adding a jot or 
diminiſhing a tittle, and a very conſiderable part of 


it, was really compoſed for the preſs; but, upon a. 


more mature conſideration, doubting whether I acted 
fairly and uprightly in doing this without your per- 
miſſion, I went in perſon to the printer, and ſtopped 
the publication of the diſcourſe, which however I 
now earneſtly intreat you to ſend abroad into the 
world, or elle to ſuffer me to do it for you, and in 
the mean while, I hope you will not be diſpleaſed 
at my- tranſcribing, with the greateſt exactneſs and 
figelity, a few paragraphs from the manuſcript, in 


hopes 


_ 6B wing 
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hapes that as you have now taſted both the ed and. 
the new wine, you will upon taking, a freſh ſip of 
the former, be. brought to ſay the old is beiter; and. 
permit me to remind you, that when you delivered. 
the ſermon in queſtion, you informed the congrega- 
tion,. that God being your helper, you were de- 
ﬆ* termined to preach the doctrine therein contained, 
« till, your tongue ſhould cleave to the roof of your. 
* mouth.” And I am perſuaded that had any man 
then told you, that within the ſpace of a few years,, 


you would write any thing ſo flatly oppoſite there-, | 
to as .what you have vented in your = Checks,. as | 
you call them, you would have been ready to an- 
ſwer with Hazael, “ Is thy ſervant a dog that he | 


1 


« Thould do this bing. B 
P. 4. In the manuſcript now before me, you give 
N. clear account of the two covenants. 
Here conſiſts the great difference between the 
« firſt and ſecond covenant. Under the fr/#, an, 
abſolute unſinning univerſal obedience in our own. 
« perſons is required, and fuch obedience we can 
ce never perform, — Under the ſecond,, this obe- 
« dience in our ſurety. Chriſt Jeſus _ (when we are, 
66 united to him by a faith of the oper ation of God) | 
* 1S. ACCEPTED INSTEAD. OF OUR OWN/'[S], Again, 
„The ſecond covenant then, or the goſpel, is a diſ- 
e penſation of free grace and mercy, to poor, loſt, 
cc helplefs ſingers, who ſeeing and feeling themſelves 
* condemned by the law, and utterly unable to ob- 
tuin juſtification upon the terms of the firſt co- 
e venant, come to Jeſus Chriſt to ſeek that righteouſ- 
« neſs in him, which they have not in themſelves; 
for the Son of God being both God. and man in one 
perſon, and by the invaluable ſacrifice of himſelf 
— — en nt rn rn ng — . 
[S] How irreconcilable is' this poſition of Mr. Fletcher, with 
that of Mr. Weſley in his: letter to Mr. Hervey, where be (Mr. 
Weſley) affirms, That te ſay the obedience of our ſurety is 
d accepted inſtrad of our own, is neither a ſafe nor a ſcriptural 
vyap of ſpeaking,” LEY ANCHE her 462 1 SER 
SL | 
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upon the croſs, having ſuffered the puniſhment 
« que to all our breaches of the law, and by his moſt 
<« holy life anſwered all the demands of the firſt co- 
<« yenant, God can now be juſt and the juſtifier of 
«© them that believe in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26.” 
P. 6. The author of this excellent ſermon tells us, 
that God does not fave thoſe . wwho lead a good life 
in order to get pardon ; and p. 19. he adds, a be- 
«© lever does not walk in good works ro GET ETER- 
_ < NAL LIFE H; but to keep up and increaſe the vigor 
* of his faith, by which he naTH eternal life [T].“ 
P. 7. We can do no good works before we are 
& in a ſtate of ſalvation.” $65 WEE 27h; 
Again, A behever is firſt ſaved, and then he 


does good works [U].“ Works done before 


« juſtification, before faith alone has put us into a ftate 
* ſalvation, not only do not fit us to receive 
grace, but have in themſelves the nature of ſin; 
« and conſequently deſerve death, the wages of fin, 
<« ſo far from deſerving grace and glory [X].“ 

P. 8. We have the following ſound words. 
« Having thus ſhewn you how elf rightedus una- 
„ wakened ſinners dream of ſalvation, either by the 
„ covenant of works, or by a third imaginary cove- 
% nant, in which they jumble together two incom- 


[T] How plainly does this affertion contradict that of the 
minutes, that a believer is to work for life, and“ in order to 
4 find favor!“ f ; 

[U] How oppoſite is this to that poſition of the minutes. 
«© We have received it as a maxim, that a man is to do nothing 
<« in order to juſtification. Nothing can be more falſe.” Again, 
the whole doctrine of the minutes and of the four Checks, par- 
ticularly of the firſt, which Mr. Fletcher calls % e Vindication, is 
flatly contradicted by the following ſound words, which I have 
extracted and tranſlated from his little French tract on regenera- 
tion, p. 35. Sanctification cannot begin till after juſtiſica- 
<<. tion,” —** Common ſenſe ſhews that God cannot communicate 
« his nature and the graces of his ſpirit to a man, whoſe ſins he 
«© has not pardoned.” $5: 4 | 

[X] Haw agrees this with, we are rewarded ſecundum merita 
operum, as our works DESERVE ? 468% 


„ patible 


1 
e patible dy works and grace, merits and mercy, + 


« and having proved by plain unanſwerable paſſages, - 


te that the goſpel and our church ſhew us ſalvation 
4 cannot be artained, but under the ſecond cove- 
« nant, that is to ſay by faith only and not by works; 
« I beg leave to recapitulate the whole in three 
« articles; they contain the ſum of the goſpel, and 
« of the doctrines, I HAvE CONSTANTLY PREACHED 


© AMONG YOU, and Au DETERMINED TO PREACH ' 
« (God being my helper) TiLL My TONGUE CLEAVE 


* TO THE ROOF or MY MOUTH ; and hereby I give 
« a public challenge to any man living to find a flaw 
« in either of them, by the word of God, or the 
« articles of our church [II. 


Bid. As there is no ſalvation to be had but in 
« Chriſt by faith, through the covenant of grace, ſo 


te there is no mixing theſe two covenants without 
4 renouncing the goſpel. He that ſtands with one 
foot upon the covenant of works, and the other 
foot upon the covenant of grace, is in the moſt 
« imminent danger of eternal ruin.“ 

P. 9. Woe then to thoſe who teach ſinners the 
<« double way, the pharaſaic way, the popiſh way 


« of ſalvation, PARTLY BY MAN'S MERITS, and PARTLY 


c BY THE MERITS OF IESus CHRIST. If we, or an 
angel from heaven, ſays St. Paul, preach any other 
e goſpel to you than that we have preached ; namely, 
that we are ſaved by grace through faith, and that 
« not of ourſelves, not of works, but it is the gift 


« of God, let him be accurſed. He really denies his 


ce ee and tears the ſeamleſs robe of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, who goesjto patch it up with the 
« raps of his own righteouſneſs; he takes away all 
= the efficacy of Chir blood, who Pe to 


— 


[Y] Who would have 9 that the Vicar of Madely 
would ſo ſoon have accepted this challenge given by Mr. 


Fletch ? 
NE: « mend 


< mend it by adding there 
< his own goodneſs,” 
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to the FILTHY DROPS: of 
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P. 14. Tux cnitprEN or Gop under the Old 


« Teſtament acknowledged that all their rigbeeouſ- 
<« neſs were as filthy-rags [ZÞ.” i 1 


OD) 
89 . 5 - k 


IZ] This is the third or fourth time within the compaſs of 
one ſermon, that Mr. Fletcher introduces this ſcripture to ſhew 
the imperfeQtion of all man's works, not only of the works of 
the anregenierate, but even of ©Gop's own nit. And 


Mr. ey very frequently does the ſame, particularly in the 


o 


2 and ſacred poems, vol. I. p. 185, and p. 313, where he 
| WT 6 _ Hither my actions righteous deem d 
By man, and counted good, 
As FILTHY RAGS by God efteem'd, 
_- Tillfprinkled with thy blood. 
Again. err | 
- Nor can Wat thy wrath appeaſe, . 
We and our works are all unclean, 
As FILTHY Racs our: righteouſneſs, 
| Our good is z//, our virtue Ww. 5-301 
Vet Mr. Fletcher tells us, that he is glad to reſcue this ſcrip- 
ture out of the hands of the Calviniſts; but ſurely he might as 
well have ſaid out of his own and Mr, Weſley's. And if he is 
offended at the beſt of human works being deemed as 4e, dung, 
and lily rags ; he can never ſhew the propriety of calling them 
filthy drops, ricks and lime, yea, ill and /in itſelf, as Mr. Weſley 
has done in the verſe juſt quoted, and as the Vindicator himſelf 
has ſo often ſtiled them in this very ſermon; and therefore I might 
Juftly retort upon him his own manner of ſpeech, Leg. Gen. P: 
119. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, 1. e. your z/l, your /in, your bricks and line, 
your filthy drops,—She has wrought a good work, 1. e. a /in, 4 
filthy drop, upon me for my burial. —We are created in-Chiiſ 
efus to good works, i. e. to fins, bricks, and lime, &c. &c. &c. 
he fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs, i. e. in all fly drops. 
But I muſt now explain in what ſenſe I firmly believe that no 
work, even of a believer can be called good, wiz. when com- 
pared with the holineſs of God's law. In this reſpect it may be 
id of every action, why calle/ thou this good, ſeeing it falls Hort 


of what the law requires, and every tranſgreſſion of the law is 
ſin? and yet in the ſcripture acceptation of the word, all thoſe 
works which are done in faith may well be called gd v, 
as we ſay ſuch an one is a good man, and yet we know that 
in the ſtrict ſenſe of the expreſſion, there is none good but one, and 


P. z. 


that Fr; God, | 


| P. 3. < Making what we call the mercy of God 


« à packhorſe to carry us and our ſins to heaven,. 
„ upon THE FILTHY RAGS of our own righteouſneſs.” 


« We come at laſt to deſpair of getting to heaven 
« by building a Babel with the. LIE of pharijaical 
„ fncerity, and the BRICKs of wretched good works.” 


P. 16. Our beft works themſelves have ſuch 4 


e mixture of imperfection that they muſt be atoned 
r for, and made acceptable by Chriſt's blood [A].“ 


4 r 
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A1 Could it have been cencytvet that the ſame gentleman 


mc 


who here ſo poſitively affirms that imperfe&ion cleaves to the 


beſt works of the beſt men, ſhould in ſo ſhort a time plead fo 
owerfully for finleſs perfection, avd even look upon pious biſhop: 
Beverid e to be a ſtranger to 62% liberty, becauſe in the views 
he had of his own inſufficiency he cried out, I cannot pray 
„ hut I fin, I cannot, preach or hear a ſermon but I fin; my re- 
* pentance needs to be repented of; and my tears to be waſhed 
«me blotofmny redeemer.” OOO oe: 

If we conſider how many of Mr. Weſley's contradictions and 
inconſiſtencies have been brought te light by Mr. Fletcher's 
Checks, we may juſtly wonder that he ſhould nat rather ſtile him- 
ſelf his Detector than his Findicator,: fince every Check, which 
Mr. Fletcher writes againſt . Calvinifm, only makes poor Mr. 
Weſley appear more and. more contemptible, eſpecially 'as Mr. 
Weſley himſelf has the reviſal and correction of all Mr. Fletcher 


publiſhes, - Not to mention the different aſſertions of theſe two 


gentlemen in the points of free-will, myſticiſm, two-fold juſtiſi 
cation, imputed righteouſneſs, &c. &c. we have here a ſtriking 
proof how Mr. Fletcher can. inſtantly make Mr. John give up 
any author be thinks proper, however highly Mr. John may have 
elteemed thoſe authors before. For inftance, Mr. John has not 
only introduced biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts into his 


Chriſtian Library, but in one of his own pamphlets he particularly 
recommends. this boak, _—_ thoſe in which he choſe ta in- 


ſiruQ his converts. Bat Mr. Fletcher having found out in his 
Third Check, p. 66. that biſhop Beveridge was a ſtranger to 
% goſpel liberty,” When he wrote his Private Thoughts, and 
7 e made an appeal from them to the declaration and experience 
0 


St. John, his worthy friend Pliable immediately joins iſſue, 


though by ſo doing he in fact informs the world, that he himſelf 


has been for near forty yeùrs together, recommending, publith- 


2 ſelling, yea, inſtruding others out of a book, which he now. 
acknowledges to have been contrary to apoſiolic doctrine, goipeb 
uberty, — Chriſtian experience, But I had * The 

2 : « clearer 


* j er” 


P. 17. When you have done all that is rommandel 
©* You, AND WHERE IS THE MAN THAT HAS "DONE f 
* SHALL NOT SAY ALL, BUT THE ONE HALF or 1T [B. 
. <© ſay we are unprofitable ſervants.” 2 
P. 19. Others, who as the dying thief and little © 
<<. children, have not had time to ſhew their faith by 
«their works [CJ, ſhall enjoy a leſs degree of glo- 
„ rious bliſs; but all ſhall aſcribe Te waoLz ori © 
„ THEIR SALVATION ONLY to the mercy of God, ill © 
the merits of Chriſt, and the efficacy of his blood il © 
« and Spirit.” e . 
P. 15. Againſt the doctrine of merit the author 
thus verbatim expreſſes himſelf. I declare it as 
upon the houſe- tops of all the falſe doctrines that 
« ever came out of the pit of hell, none have done 
« ſuch execution for ſatan in the church of God. 
Stealing, drunkenneſs, adultery, have killed their 


— — — — 


«« clearer. light is come.” However, I muſt add, that if the 
Vindicator and the gentleman vindicated were each of them to 
draw up a confeſſion of faith, conſiſting of 39 articles, for the 
uſe of their diſciples, and were not to be together at the time of 
compoſing it, I cannot help thinking that they 'would contradi& 
each other in twenty of thoſe articles, and contradi& themſelves 
in the other nineteen. 
[B] How agrees this with Mr. Fletcher's Vindcation, p. 76, 
where he ſays, that thoſe who have a clear witneſs, that they 
HAVE DONE WHAT GoD COMMANDED, may, without hereſy, ſl © 
humbly demand the promiſed reward ? | S 60 
[C] We find it impoſſible by all the arts of our Logica Gene 
venſis to reconcile Mr. Fletcher's aſſertion in this ſermon, that 
THE DYING THIEF HAD NOT TIME TO SHEW HIS FAITH BY 
„ IS WORRS ;” and his affertion in the ſecond Check, p. 25, that 
this ſame thief was juſtified by his reproof5, exhortations, prayers, 
atience, and reſignation, by which he evidenced the livelineſs of 
is faith, as THERE Was TIME and opportunity ; yea, ** [that he 
% fulfilled the whole law of Chriſt, and that the fulfilling of all ibe © 
% law of Chrift was work enough to juſtify the converted thief byil © 
« that But though we poor blundering Calviniſts cannot MW 
by our Logica Genewen/is bring about any harmony between theſe 
two oppoſite affirmations, yet by the magical power of Logica 
Weſleienſis, or Logica Helvetica, we doubt not but it may be eaſil *© 


effected, 
n « thoufands 


* _— * 1 oh 


tc . N this . error, b is Fug 

« very root of unbelief, its ten thouſands.” _ 955 
2 .— All the delays of our converſion, and all our 
« going on with remorſe in ſin and wickedneſs, 1s 

« FOUNDED ON THE DOCTRINE OF MERITS; well | 

“then may our church call it a deviliſh do&tri ine, 
e 8 doctrine which is meer blaſphemy gainſt God's 
« mercy, a doctrine which by turning Gil out of 
« his ſeat, firſt leads to licentiouſnels, as the conduct 


„ of many who cry up the. merit of good works 


ee plainly ſhews, and next to pharaſaic morality, and 
*« formality, and from both, (except e es grace 
ki Wet: it) into endleſs miſery. For no doubr ſays 

biſhop. Latimer, (Serm. en twelfth day) HE THAT 


*© DEPARTETH OUT OF THE WORLD IN THAT DPAHON, 


c SHALL NEVER COME TO HEAVEN.” 


P. 10. Speaking of faith he with great p propriety 


tells us, That it is the 7 nſrruments cauſe of our 


« free ſalvation ; that it receives Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion as the hand of a beggar receives an alms.“ 

In the ſame page ſpeaking of good, works and 
ſnewing what place they have in the goſpel plan, 
he tell. us like a ſound Calviniſt, that they are 
« . Declarative of our free juſtification; a conſtant 
« uniform courſe of all ſorts of good works with 
« an holy, heavenly-minded converſation, being the 
jt only tvipexce of a lively ſaving, faith. Thus 
« Chriſt's merits faith alone apprehends, and good 
* works alone EVIDENCE ſalvation. Yea they; *. the 
« fruit of ſalvation.” 

Thus does this (late) cvinoctical preacher make 
it clearly appear * That (to uſe ſtill his own words) 
« there is a vaſt difference between preaching againſt 
e the MERIT of good works, and preaching againſt 
good works themſelves.” And therefore he adds 
e. 4775 we are to do good works not to go. ta 
heaven by them, (this {elfiſh, proud, antichriſtian 
motive would poiſon the beſt doings of the greateſt 
: ſaints, if ſaints could thus trample on the OT 
AY te 0 


£ 


* 


* 


* not with heaven.” 
| this excellent ſermon, why a believes ſhould © abound 


„ beaven.” 


th 


«of their Saviour. Such a _ conceit being/onh 
< the phariſees cleaner way of goin to hell,) by 
** becauſe” they ſhall be rewarded in eaven, e 


* aa a 


pl other Nen does Mr x letcher add in 


in good works wiTHOUT THE DOCTRINE OF. ME- 
* KIT,“ of © "The wild conceit that they are to 5 uf 
„ tf. In tice to our heavenly Father.” 
2dly. To be JUSTIFIED BEFORE. MEN, and to 
<«. ſhew that our faith is a ſaving faith, which 
he tells us St. James ſtrongly inſifts on.“ 
| „ 309: «© That others ch our good works, may 
725. fy our Father which is Ries: 25 
12 Out of love and gratitude to Chrit, WhO 
& ath purchaſed heaven for us by his blood. Wa 


* ſhall only add, that in various parts of this 1 
mon, Mr. Fletcher complains loudly of the cavils, 
ſneers, and objections which were raiſed againſt him, 


as if he preached againſt the practice of good works, 
"becauſe he denied the merit of them; and as if his 
doctrine  countenanced licentiouſneſs, becauſe he 


would not let man come in for a ſhare in his own 
falvation; and ſhews that theſe ſlanderous cavils and 
5 Sable, have been the lot of the faithful minifters 

Chriſt in all ages: that the ſame objections were 
. againſt the apoſtles themſelves, that *zhe devil 
« fought againſt our reformers with the ſame weapons ; 


and that all the books which the papiſts- wrote 


* againſt them rang with the charge of their rurning 
« good works out of Chriſtianity.” Methinks when 
I read theſe words, and confider . how lately it was 
that Mr. Fletcher drank of the ſame cup of ignominy 
with many zealous preachers of the goſpel, who till 
abide. by the ſame principles, I am amazed that. he 


thould ſo readily and unkindly take P thoſe very 


Weapons, 
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weapons, which by his own confeſſion muſt have 
been ſnatched out of Satan's hands, and join a ery 
againſt them, which had been ſo often raiſed againſt 
himſelf, whilſt he was a ſtrenuous aſſerter of the 
doctrines of that church in which he had the honor 
of being ordained a miniſter. And yet when I do 
but caſt my eyes over the excellent diſcourſe from 
which I have made the foregoing ſhort extracts, I 
can inſtantly forget all the hard ſpeeches and re- 
proachful names, which he has ſo unjuſtly and 
uliberally poured out againſt us, and do ęſfcem him 
to very highly in love fer his (quondam) works ſake ,, 
ch eſpecially as I have been' well informed, that this 
very ſermon, the day it was delivered, was made 
the means of converting two papiſts, who providen- 
tially came into the church, to the true proteſtant 
faith. God grant that his four checks may never 
have the direct contrary effect, by being made in- 
ſtrumental to the perverting any proteſtants to the 
er- faith of Rome. n 20.2” eee 


ay 


i 
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P.g. I. 8. after prejudice add a comma. P. 14. after the word 
communication make the reference with a [D] and not with 4. 
P. 22. note, |. 11. after the word apeſtle, inſtead of a full point, 
a> make a point of interrogation. P. 23. I. 26. note, for every man 
yl bas naturally two principles in him, read, every man that is born 
11 into the world has two principles in him. 
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> By the fame Arno 
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